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It’s that time again… club dues are due 

January 1, 2007.  Please send a check for 

$20.00, to cover your annual (Jan.-Dec.) dues, 

payable to WAC/B&G MVT, to: Secretary, 

WAC/B&G MVT, 1320 Browns Mill Ct, 

Herndon, Va. 20170 

 

Let’s all make an effort to pay your dues on 

time. If your dues are not received by April 1
st
, 

you will be dropped from the club roster. 

 

President’s Message:  
 

I would like to thank all of you for electing me to 

this very important position. I consider it an 

honor to serve as President of our club. My goal 

is to do the best I can for our club.  I know that I 

can count on everyone’s support, as I have 

received in the past. 

 

As I have said, this is a great club to be 

associated with, and the members have always 

treated me with the utmost respect. 

 

During my tenure, I would like to address the 

Constitution and Bylaws of the club. To bring 

some of the Articles up-to-date, such as: Life 

Time Membership, Honorary Membership (for 

our WWII Veteran club members, and the club 

donation process. 

 

My heartfelt thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Wilson for 

hosting the club meeting in September. Mr. & 

Mrs. Wilson are very kind and generous people; 

and our best goes out to Mr. Wilson. 

 

A big Thank You to George and Janet Mele for 

all of their hard work in the preparation of the 

meeting. Also to the other volunteers who took 

time out of their busy schedule to help in getting 

the farm ready for the event. 

     

Anja Taylor 

    

Treasurer’s Message: 
 

I would like to thank the club members for 

having confidence in electing me as 

Treasurer. Thank you to Sandy Lutes, the books 

were in excellent condition and transition was 

very easy.  In addition to the usual Treasurer 

Report, I have provided a top-level budget 

estimate for calendar year 2007. I have details in 

a spreadsheet for any member who would want a 

copy either by email or hardcopy via mail or fax, 

just let me know.  The budget is as a working 

document, I have been conservative in the 

estimates, but in summary I anticipate that we 

can maintain a checking account balance no less 

than $30,000 for the coming year.  Thanks to 

Tony Norton, Tim Clark and others who 

provided me input. Also the US Army Ordnance 

Museum Foundation Annual Christmas Party is 

Sat 2 Dec, starts around 6pm at the Museum.  If 

anyone wants to visit the Museum annex, that is 

a perfect day, not normally open to public, just 

email or call me. 

   

Treasurers Report: 

  

Expenses since September meeting: 

$1,000.00 SS John Brown (Donation) 

$2.46 Verizon (for 800 number) 

$450 Tufton Professional Baseball (Stadium 

Deposit) 

  

Deposit: 

$370   (Dues, Hats, Picnic payments) 

  

Check Book Balance: 

$36,488 

  

Petty Cash on hand: 

$100 

  

Note:   The other $1,000 donation approved at 

the Fall Picnic will be made by club officers to 

the Ordnance Museum at their Annual Christmas 

Party Sat 2 Dec 

   

Budget for Calendar Year 2007: 

  

1 Jan 2007 Starting Checkbook balance $35,000 

  

Income (estimates) 

$29,000 Rally 

$2,000   Dues, 50/50, picnics, etc 

  

$31,000 Total 

  

Expenses (estimates) 

$22,500 Rally 

$3,500 Picnics, Trail Rides, Meetings 

$1,000 toll free line, Web Site, Equipment 

$1,400 newsletter 

Club Dues 

 

Please pay by 

January 1st 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.inpulseresponse.com/common/Exclamation%2520Point.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.inpulseresponse.com/realtime/realtime.htm&h=215&w=220&sz=15&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=SAfg7AMwjc8lFM:&tbnh=105&tbnw=107&prev=/
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$980 general liability insurance 

$2,000 donations 

  

$31,380 Total 

  

31 Dec 2007 Ending Checkbook balance 

$34,620 

 

Tom B. 

 

Secretary’s Message: 
 

I would like to thank the membership for 

electing me as club Secretary. Any organization 

that operates with any efficiency needs capable 

officers to function properly. I hope my 

contribution will meet your needs. I am always 

open to constructive criticism so let me know if 

you see room for improvement. I would also like 

to take this opportunity to thank outgoing 

Secretary Anja Taylor for her efforts. All of 

which has made our club special. She has made 

the transition easy for me as you might have 

guessed. I am looking forward to the future, 

which will hopefully include the completion of 

my own M - 37 project.   

 

Warren Watt 

 

WAC/B&GMVT 

Minutes of the Meeting 

September 23, 2006 

Wilson Farm 
 

Those in attendance were: 

Robert Amos, Tom Buonaugurio, Rose 

Buonaugurio, Pete Byrne, Darryl Carver, Karen 

Emmons, John French Jr., Mindy French, Ulf 

Grabowski, Dean Hansen, Larry Heaton, Scott 

Johnson, Tim Ketchum, Stan Kinmonth, Peter 

Lee, Fred Lutes, Sandy Lutes, Richard 

McCommack, George Mele, Janet Mele, Denis 

Mengele, Laurie Mott, Tony Norton, Robert 

Redmiles Sr., George Rich, Don Rollette Jr., 

Don Rollette Sr., Fay Ryan, Tim Ryan, John 

Sadilek, Bob Shawn, Rick Skipper III, Terry 

Smith, Bob Taylor, Anja Taylor, Mike 

Tiderman, Warren Watt, Andrew White, Bill 

White, Bill Wilson, Rose Wilson. That is the 

count of all who signed in. 

 

1100 Welcome  

Pledge of Allegiance 

Welcome was done by George Rich (President). 

Thank you to Bill and Rose Wilson for hosting 

the Fall meeting once again. Thank you to 

George Mele and others who helped in making 

the preparations for the meeting / picnic. 

 

REPORTS  

President: George Rich presided over the 

meeting. He spoke about his tenure as president 

and his future plans. 

 

Vice President: Garrick Smith was unable to 

attend. 

 

Secretary: Anja Taylor announced that there 

were 165 members now. All membership dues 

are paid up through December 2006.  

 

Treasurer: Sandy Lutes reported that there is 

$38,000 in the treasury. All 2006 bills are paid. 

Money from the 2006 Rally was $35,000. Rally 

direct costs were $15,000. Rally net was 

$20,000.  

 

Events Coordinator: Tim Ketchum passed out 

copies of the current schedule and reviewed 

them. 

 

Newsletter Editor: Bob Taylor reported that a 

new issue would go out in November. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

Approve last meeting minutes. Motion to 

approve and seconded. 

 

Convoy / Trail Rides. Organizer Bob Buker was 

unable to attend. Tim Ketchum gave an account 

of the last convoy. It was reported that a good 

time was had by all. A quiz was given to the 

participants to test their observation skills. It is 

yet to be determined how many MV’s Clive 

owns. 

 

Rally Site: The question was raised if the 

president had investigated using Tipton Air Field 

as a possible new venue for a future Rally site. 

No action taken on this yet. It was agreed to 

proceed on this during 2007 and make a decision 

for the 2008 Rally site. The new officers will do 

this.  

 

NEW BUSINESS  

Charitable Donations Vote:  

Aberdeen Ordinance Museum = $1000.00 

motioned and seconded. 

S.S. John Brown = $1000.00 motioned and 

seconded. 

 



 4 

It was suggested to set aside certain amount of 

money for other donations for organizations that 

are involved in the preservation of all military 

vehicles. Not carried. 

 

It was suggested to form a donation committee in 

2007 to investigate worthy organizations to 

present before the membership. Individuals 

could still make suggestions as well during 

meetings. It was suggested that 50% of all 

donations would go to organizations that directly 

support our clubs mission. The other 50% would 

go to other worthy organizations. 

 

Denis Mengele reported that the costs of 

maintaining and operating the John Brown were 

somewhere around $700,000 per year. He 

thanked the club for the support rendered. 

Tim Ketchum reported that there is an opening 

for a small military vehicle aboard the John 

Brown during the next cruise (Oct 7
th

). There is 

also a need for a vehicle for the “General”. See 

him to schedule. Others were encouraged to 

drive their MV’s to the dock. 

 

Establish a calendar of dates for the 2007 Club 

meetings. This will be determined later. 

 

Election of Club Officers: 

President: Nominated, Scott Johnson (declined), 

Anja Taylor (unanimously carried) 

Vice President: Nominated, Fred Lutes 

(declined), Tim Clark (unanimously carried) 

Secretary: Warren Watt (unanimously carried) 

Treasurer: Tom Buonaugurio (unanimously 

carried) 

2007 Rally Chairman: Tim Clark. 

2007 Rally Registration Chairman: Tony Norton 

passed this to Tom B. 

WACBGMVT Webmaster: Tony Norton passed 

this to Bob Buker. 

Board of Directors: George Rich, Bob Shawn, 

Scott Johnson. Members Don Rollette Sr and 

Fred Lutes declined their nominations. 

 

2007 Rally details: Since it is difficult to man the 

Rally gate and take donations and because the 

Ripken location is changing, gate donations will 

no longer be taken. It was voted on to increase 

the vendor space cost to offset this. The 2006 

gate income was $8000.00. With 625 spaces to 

sell a new rate of $55.00 will cover that loss of 

income.  Extra large spaces will be $70.00. This 

was carried by the members. 

Vendors will be encouraged to stay until the end. 

Many vendors will not “over buy” spaces from 

experience. This will free up some for those who 

were on the waiting list.  

It was also suggested to hire Security personnel 

to cover the public parking duty. 

 

The Aberdeen Ordinance Museum has an annual 

Holiday Party in December. See Tom B. if you 

are interested. 

 

Anja reported that member Bill Todd had 

recently passed away.  

 

Tim K. reported that there will be a new Marine 

Corps museum opening at Quantico. Also the 

new Air Force memorial adjacent to the 

Pentagon would be dedicated in October. 

 

Rally News 
From Tom B. 

 

May 2007 Rally Registration is up and running 

at the club web site www.wacbgmvt.org. 

 
As of 10 Nov, I have received reservations for 42 

spaces.  Payment of $650 for 13 spaces has been 

received.   In addition a waiting list has been 

established which already has requests for 23 

spaces.  When the 15 Jan 2007 deadline for last 

year attendees is reached, those on the waiting 

list will be offered spaces on a first come first 

served basis.   Club members who had spaces 

last year, or who want to move or need 

additional spaces need to get their reservations in 

as soon as possible so I can work them in. 

  

Westminster’s Fall Festival Parade 
 

The parade was attended by club members John 

Sadilek in his 151-A1 Jeep and Forrest Taylor in 

his Kubelwagen. 

 

Project Liberty Ship 
Submitted by Anja Taylor 

 

On September 28, 2006 I had the honor of 

presenting Michael Schneider, Chairperson of 

Project Liberty Ship, with a $1000 check 

(donation from the club).  

 

I received a letter from Mr. Schneider with the 

following comment to the club: 

 

“Thank you very much for the generous donation 

from the WAC B&G/MVT.  Please pass on my 

http://www.wacbgmvt.org/
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sincere thanks to all the members of the group 

for their valuable support”. 

 

“Your generous gift comes at a most opportune 

time.  The John W. Brown just completed a 

routine dry-docking in Norfolk and returned to 

Baltimore.  As I am sure you are aware, dry-

docking is a rather expensive but essential 

element in maintaining our 64-year old Liberty 

Ship in good operating condition.  We will be 

paying the bill later this month and your gift will 

help us cover the cost of that major expense. 

Please express to your officers and members my 

sincere appreciation for their interest and support 

of Project Liberty Ship and the John W. Brown. 

It is nice to have friends like the Blue and Gray 

Military Vehicle Trust”. 

 

“I would also like to take this opportunity to 

formally thank your group for all their support 

during our Living History Cruises and for the 

presence of restored military vehicles that help 

recreate the experience of being back in the 

wartime era”. 

 

Controversy – Round Two 
 

Tim Clark’s “Report on the MVPA National 

Convention” (see issue #46, August 2006) was 

apparently not universally well received, and in 

fairness to Mr. Holland and the MVPA, I agreed 

to publish the following rebuttal.   

 

I would prefer that the O.D. News not become a 

“hotbed of controversy” during my tenure as 

editor. Perhaps now both parties will agree to 

disagree and leave it at that. 

 

                                                             Bob Taylor 

 

 

September 15, 2006  

To: Bob Taylor, Editor of the Fuel Line  

From: Lee Holland, MVPA Vice President  

Dear Bob,  

It was a pleasure to speak with you the other 

night and I appreciate your offer to allow me to 

comment on Mr. Tim Clark’s “Report on the 

MVPA National Convention” in the August 

issue of O.D.News/The Fuel Line. These kinds 

of distortions and opportunistic views are of no 

value to our great association.  

 
1) “Issue arose about discounts to certain 

vendors and that started a lively discussion 

with MVPA Office Manager, Kay, stating 

she gave discounts according to no formal 

rules only as she felt like it. She then 

brought up the subject of numerous vendors 

no longer advertising and how she would 

remember them should they return and ask 

for a discount.” Clarification: The MVPA 

Directors have not felt it necessary to 

develop an ad discount policy due in part to 

the ad rates being so reasonable. With 15 

years of experience as Association Manager 

and 10 as Managing Editor of Supply Line, 

we feel Kay has the ability to offer 

appropriate discounts when needed in order 

to produce the publication to our printer’s 

requirements. The MVPA is a hobby for 

most of us but it is Kay’s career and 

livelihood, so she was unnerved when 

several advertisers suddenly pulled their ads 

from the September 2005 issue in protest of 

the Board’s actions. You can understand 

there is a limited amount of discounting 

needed to fill each issue and that Kay would 

offer discounts first to those that did not 

pull their ads.  

2) “There were four official meetings: Vendor 

Committee; Board of Directors (private); 

BOD open to members and finally the 

Annual Members Meeting.” Correction of 

facts: There was no “private” Board of 

Directors meeting. The Directors usually eat 

during our 5:00 pm –  

9:00 pm summer meeting but because we 

had a longer than normal agenda to cover, 

we gathered an hour earlier to eat and no 

Association business was covered.  

3) “Point was also raised about a request made 

in April the tape of meeting that had not 

been filled. Kay suddenly produced two 

copies and handed them to the requestors 

who asked why it took so long, producing a 
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testy reply from Kay.” Clarification: The so-

called testy reply from Kay was actually a 

second apology that reminded them the 

tapes were late due to her mother’s death. 

There was some initial delay in getting the 

tapes copied, as never having had such a 

request, Kay referred it to the C.O.O. and 

then located a company to copy the tapes. 

Prior to completing the project, Kay’s 

mother was hospitalized and then suddenly 

died, taking Kay out of the office for 

several days. In addition the HQ staff was 

very busy preparing for the June convention 

in Dayton, so Kay notified the Directors 

who requested the tapes that she would 

deliver them in Dayton at the summer Board 

meeting.  

4) “Lively discussion about lack of 

financial reporting and audits” 

Clarification: Audits of the association 

have been conducted every five years 

since 1986. The following are on file at 

MVPAHQ: 1986, 1990, 1995 and 2001. 

The 2005 audit was preformed in August 

and we are awaiting the firm’s 

final report.  

 
5) “They said members could write 

requesting a report but some members 

said they had and had not received them” 

Correction of facts: No member reported 

not receiving requested reports; in fact, at 

least two members stated they had 

received the reports shortly after making a 

request to MVPA Headquarters.  

6) “Jim then directly asked Lee if the 

‘Conduct Unbecoming’ charge resulted 

from his mistakenly asking for his 25 

year pin a month too early” Correction of 

facts: Mr. Gilmore inquired about a 25-

year pin on two occasions and the busy 

HQ staff sent him a pin without checking 

their records. A subsequent check of the 

MVPA database showed Mr. Gilmore 

joined the association in February of 

1984, not making him eligible 

until 2009. To date the pin has not been 

returned.  

7) “Lee Holland also made some disparaging 

comments about ‘East Coast Rabble 

Rousers’ referring to Red Ball Club 

members who had been asking pointed 

questions” Correction of facts: I made no 

such comment. It was another Director who 

did so in frustration after several disruptive 

comments were made during the Board 

Meeting, for which he subsequently 

apologized.  

8) “One question was why appointed BOD 

members, like the newsletter editor had a 

vote when they were beholden to the Board 

and Officers…it was clear Lee was quite 

disturbed and provoked that members were 

not going along with the status quo” 

Clarification: I was not disturbed, but rather 

concerned that those attending the BOD 

meeting could not understand how important 

these appointed Directors are to the 

Association. The Army Motors and Supply 

Line Editors, Chief Operating Officer and 

Convention Chairman give more of their 

personal time for the MVPA than any other 

Director. What would the MVPA be without 

great publications, an efficient headquarters 

and our annual convention? The majority of 

the current Board and several previous 

Boards feel these appointed Directors 

deserve to have a vote and say regarding the 

direction of the Association. They were 

appointed by elected Directors and can be 

removed at anytime by the Board. They do 

not hold a majority as the Board consists of 

8 elected and 4 appointed Directors plus the 

Past President. These appointed positions do 

not lend themselves to change with each 

election every 2 years, as they require 

specific qualifications and long--

term knowledge of the association. The 

MVPA has benefited greatly from the 

longevity of the members that have held 

these important positions. They have been a 

stabilizing factor for the Board and played a 

vital roll in our growth from 4,000 to 10,000 

members over the last 15 years.  

Thank you for this opportunity to clarify some of 

the inaccuracies in Mr. Tim Clark’s report. If any 

MVPA member would like to discuss this or 

other association issues, I remain available via 

my home phone in Virginia at (804) 530-2400. 

 

Lee Holland MVPA Vice President  
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From Bob Shawn: Veteran’s Day 11/11/06 

The elderly parking lot attendant wasn't in a 

good mood!  

Neither was Sam Bierstock.  It was around 1 

a.m., and Bierstock, a Delray Beach, FL eye 

doctor, business consultant, corporate speaker 

and musician, was bone tired after appearing at 

an event.  He pulled up in his car, and the 

parking attendant began to speak.  "I took two 

bullets for this country and look what I'm doing," 

he said bitterly. At first, Bierstock didn't know 

what to say to the World War II veteran.  He 

drove off, but then thinking about what the man 

had said, he backed up.  Then he rolled down his 

window and told the man, "Really, from the 

bottom of my heart, I want to thank you." Then 

the old soldier began to cry.  "That really got to 

me," Bierstock says. 

Bierstock, 58, and John Melnick, 54, of 

Pompano Beach and a member of Bierstock's 

band, Dr. Sam and the Managed Care Band, have 

written a song inspired by that old soldier in the 

airport parking lot.  The mournful "Before You 

Go" does more than salute those who fought in 

WWII.  It encourages people to go out of their 

way to thank the aging warriors before they die. 

"If we had lost that particular war, our whole 

way of life would have been shot," says 

Bierstock, who plays harmonica.  "The WW II 

soldiers are now dying at the rate of about 2,000 

every day.  I thought we needed to thank them." 

The song is striking a chord.  Within four days of 

Bierstock placing it on the Web, the song and 

accompanying photo essay have bounced around 

nine countries, producing tears and heartfelt 

thanks from veterans, their sons and daughters 

and grandchildren.  "It made me cry," wrote one 

veteran's son.  Another sent an e-mail. One 

saying that only after his father consumed 

several glasses of wine would he discuss "the 

unspeakable horrors" he and other soldiers had 

witnessed in places such as Anzio, Iwo Jima, 

Bataan and Omaha Beach.  "I can never thank 

them enough," the son wrote. "Thank you for 

thinking about them."  

Bierstock and Melnick thought about shipping it 

off to a professional singer, maybe a Lee 

Greenwood type, but because time was running 

out for so many veterans, they decided it was 

best to release it quickly, for free, on the Web.  

They've sent the song to Sen. John McCain and 

others in Washington.  Already they have been 

invited to perform it in Houston for a Veterans 

Day tribute - this after just a few days on the 

Web.  They hope every veteran in America gets 

a chance to hear it.  God Bless EVERY veteran 

and THANK YOU to those of you veterans who 

may receive this! 

Check the link below to hear the song and see 

the pictures: 

http://www.managedmusic.com/Music/PlayBefo

reYouGo.php 

 

 

 
For Sale 

Remington 700, bolt action, 308 cal. With 3.9 

Leupold scope 

Remington 700, bolt action, 243 cal. With 3X9 

Bushnell scope 

U.S. Army Remington, bolt action, 30-06, cut 

down to sport model with 4X Weaver Scope 

Bretta 9mm semi-auto pistol, Army model, 

manufactured in Italy, new in box. 

Sig Sauer 9mm semi-auto pistol, law 

enforcement model, excellent condition, in box 

with three (3) 15rds magazine 

Only will sell to club members, their families & 

friends. 

Call Bob Dowling-540-972-7127 

Fredericksburg, VA 

 

 

 

Classifieds 

http://www.managedmusic.com/Music/PlayBeforeYouGo.php
http://www.managedmusic.com/Music/PlayBeforeYouGo.php
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://newark.osu.edu/studentlife/images/studentactivities/Classifieds.gif&imgrefurl=http://newark.osu.edu/studentlife/student_activities/Classifieds.asp&h=267&w=241&sz=5&tbnid=dRE9umJG94kJ:&tbnh=108&tbnw=97&hl=en&start=8&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dclassifieds%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DN


 8 

 

For Sale 

1942 Willys Jeep needs complete restoration. 

Has original data plate dated 6 August 1942. Can 

help with transportation. I have several parts 

needing restoration.  I also have clear title.  

 

The Jeep has been in my garage for over two (2) 

years next to my restored Jeep. 

 

If interested contact Larry Barber by e-mail at 

larrybarber@verizon.net, or by phone at 410-

551-3634. Severn, MD 

 

For Sale 

 

1973 VW Thing – It has a 0 mile motor/Mexican 

engine just installed in March 2006. $3500 

 

Karmann Ghia is an English racing green 1971 

convertible garage kept. It is a fixer up.  It is a 

tub on wheels (doors off, engine out). No rust. 

All parts labeled in a file cabinet.  Tan seats, but 

no top. I reiterate that the car is completely 

disassembled. It does have wheels on and 

everything original.  $750 OBO  

 

410-507-1349 (Annie) located in Odenton, MD.   

 

For Sale 

1966 151A1- Restored in 2003 with NOS parts, 

wiring harness – headlights to tail light, new 

headlights, tail lights, turn signal/wiring, etc., 

new voltage regulator, new plus and wires. New 

brakes complete – master cylinder, wheel 

cylinders, lines & shoes, new (not rebuilt) 

transmission and transfer case, new gauges & 

speedometer, tires – 5 very good tires with new 

tubes, new paint & stars (no numbers yet), new 

straps, new windshield glass  & rubber, has gas 

can, shovel & ax, new summer top, all lights & 

horn work, front & rear differentials have been 

flushed & refilled, recent oil & filter. Runs & 

drives GREAT! $8500 or partial trade of MB. 

Call Lanny Moore at 703-860-1527 

For Sale 

1950 M-38- Professionally rebuilt engine, 

transmission & transfer, carb, starter, & 

generator professionally rebuilt, frame off – 

frame & tub san blasted, primed & painted, tub 

in good shape – replaced partial front floor 

panels, all new gauges & speedometer, all new 

shocks, all 4 tires replace – new tubes, new 

windshield rubber & glass 0 great shape, new 

batteries & cables – battery box good, complete 

brakes – lines, shoes, wheel cylinders. Master 

cylinder, hubs turned, radiator cleaned & 

repaired, new motor mounts & body/tub 

mounts/pads, complete new exhaust, New NOS 

gas tank & line, excellent pintle hook & spare 

tire rack & tailgate, with jack & lug wrench, 

New NOS Top, have all NOS wiring not 

installed. $12,500 or consider MB trade. 

Call Lanny Moore at 703-860-1527 

 

 
 

Bill Wilson’s Bren Carrier “Frankenstein” at 

the September meeting. 

 
 

     George Mele’s “GAZ” at Bill Wilson’s 

 

 

Next Club Meeting!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

January 20
th

 11:00AM   

“On the Border” Mexican Grill & Cantina in 

Tysons Corner, VA. 

Contact Bob Shawn (e-mail address located 

on the title page) for directions. 

 

mailto:larrybarber@verizon.net
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WAC/B&G MVT Membership Application 

(abbreviated version) 

First Name____________________________  

Last Name____________________________ 

Street 

Address_______________________________ 

City__________________________________ 

State______ Zip Code___________________ 

Phone# Evening _________________  

Day __________________Cell  ____________ 

E-mail 

Address_______________________________ 

 

Your Military Vehicles – (MV ownership is not 

required for Club membership)  

 

Year, Make, Model, Restored, etc… 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

 

Send $20.00 (annual dues), payable to 

WAC/B&G MVT, and mail to: 

Secretary, WAC/B&G MVT, 1320 

Brown’s Mill Court, Herndon, VA 

20170 

 
  The Highland’s Military Man & His Museum 

By Bonnie Branciaroli 

 It is well known fact that Mountaineers are 

independent and resourceful. When we get a 

notion to put an idea into action, it’s as good as 

done. Gerald Bland of Petersburg is just that 

kind of West Virginian. A military man from age 

17 to 38 (1949 to 1971), Gerald served two tours 

in Alaska, two in Germany and two in Vietnam. 

While serving in the Army in Germany in 1951 

he began collecting small items of WWII 

memorabilia. 

After his military service, Gerald returned to 

Petersburg to work for the state of West Virginia 

at the fish hatchery near Petersburg until he 

retired. It was during this time in his life that he 

began collecting war memorabilia and other 

items in earnest. In 1982 he purchased his first 

Army Jeep, totally restored it, and headed for a 

car show in a neighboring state. Many folks at 

the show were impressed with the Jeep, 

especially with the accuracy of restoration, and 

many offered to buy it. Gerald declined the 

offers, but came home with the notion that this 

was what he wanted to do in his spare time. 

Since he was good at it, why not buy Army 

surplus vehicles and fix them up? 

As time went by his collection of war goods 

increased and word of mouth brought many 

unique items his way: uniforms, guns, field 

rations, weapons, and mess equipment. By 1995 

he had collected enough items and vehicles to 

warrant a building to store them in. So that same 

year he built the first building that was to 

become Top Kick’s Military Museum. Alter 

spending some time working on the displays and 

showcases, he opened the museum to the public 

that same year. 

What separates Top Kick’s from most 

military museums is Gerald himself. Everything 

in the museum has a story, and Gerald knows 

every one of them. This tour does not consist of 

signs that you read and move on to the next 

exhibit. Gerald adds that ingredient of human 

warmth and interest, that depth of feeling that 

makes the experience even more valuable. 

He is proud that his museum offers 

reproductions of both surrender documents of 

WWII, actual film footage of Korean War 

combat, a late 70s motorized bicycle, and 46 

vehicles (of which 42 actually run!). 

In 2003 he had so many vehicles he wanted to 

keep out of the elements that he built a second 

building to house them in. The vehicles are 

showcased by WWII and after WWII. 

Gerald will be the first to admit that the Jeeps 

are his favorite. He has 22 Jeeps - both Willys 

and Fords. His favorite among favorites is his 

parade WWII Jeep - a Ford built in Dallas, TX 

restored with all the World War II trimmings. 

Next in his line of favorites after the Jeeps is the 

1942 Dodge ton and a-half, 6 wheel drive truck. 

That truck, says Gerald, was the first he drove in 

the service and when he had a chance to buy a 

similar one in l987 he took it. 

On my tour of Top Kick’s, I saw many more 

vehicles and heard stories about each on them. 

My favorite - the WWII vintage LTV 4 Buffalo 

ship-to-shore one very large and impressive 

vehicle, and worthy of a story or two. 

The Top Kick’s Military Museum is located 

1.5 miles west of Petersburg just off Rt. 28. 

Signs direct you to the grounds. The museum is 

open daily specific hours, or by appointment 

anytime. Just call (304) 257-1392. 

A tour through the museum is not a large 

ticket item. Gerald Bland will be the first to 

admit that he doesn’t do this for the money, but 

donations are appreciated and help keep the 

museum alive and well. 

 

Information: Top Kick’s Military Museum. 

P.O. Box 152, Petersburg, WV 26847. 304-257-

1392 or topkicks@hardynet.com 
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Bob Buker at the Eisenhower Farm September 16/17 

 

 

Tim and Kay Ketchum at the John Brown October 14 
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November 2006 

 

4 November, Sat: Antique, Custom & Rod, Military, Motorcycle and Special Interest Car Show. 

10:00am-3:30pm.  Aspen Hill Shopping Center, 13661 Connecticut Avenue, Silver Spring (Aspen 

Hill), MD 20906.  Pre-register by email at: Lp_serv@yahoo.com or call 301-519-2835 

 

5 November, Sun: Brunswick, MD, Veteran's Day Parade.  Lineup begins at 1200, opening 

ceremonies at 1300, and parade starts at 1400.  The parade route will start on East Potomac Street 

(at City Park).   

 

11-12 November:  WW2 Weekend, B&O Railroad Museum, Baltimore, MD.  The museum is looking 

for WW2 military vehicles; contact Dave Shackelford, at 410-752-2462, ext. 215. 

 

11 November, Sat:  Adamstown, MD.  I would like to invite any of your members with WW2 vintage 

military vehicle to attend a WW2 living history event in Adamstown Md. (near Frederick). This is a 

one-day event that will focus on educating the public about WW2. The event will be from 9:00 - 5:00. 

The event will be held at the Adamstown carnival grounds and will feature living history displays. 

For more information please do not hesitate to contact me.   Michael Kirby kmike1918@adelphia.net 

 

25 November, Sat: Westminster, MD.  Westminster Holiday Parade.  Parade starts at 1600.  

Formation on Monroe St, enter from Englar Road.  Vehicles should arrive between 1445 and 1515.  

The club is registered for this event. 
 

2 December, Sat:  Manassas, VA Christmas parade.  Open military vehicles are needed to carry 10-

15 vets in the parade (lineup at 0900, parade at 1000).  If you can participate please call Peter 

MacLeod with the VFW.  His home phone is 703-794-1103. 

 

10-12 May, Thur-Sat:  East Coast Rally, Ripken baseball stadium parking lot, Aberdeen, MD. 

 

1-3 June, Fri-Sun:  WW 2 Weekend, Reading, Pa.  Airshow and ground displays, large flea market.  

http://www.maam.org/maamwwii.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Washington Area Collectors  

       of Military Vehicles and 

Blue & Gray Military Vehicle Trust 

      http://www.wacbgmvt.org/ 
 

 

Home Address 

15314 Iris Lane 

Montclair, VA 22025 

(703) 590-4960 

TimK.43mb@comcast.net 

 

         Tim Ketchum 
       EVENT COORDINATOR                                   
  

mailto:Lp_serv@yahoo.com
http://www.maam.org/maamwwii.html
http://www.wacbgmvt.org/
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(Club Meeting January 20, 2007-  

“On the Border” in Tyson’s Corner, VA) 
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