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NEXT CLUB
MEETING…

To be scheduled - editor
President’s Message:
We had a good short meeting on 18 April and we are all looking forward to another successful
rally. Our CinC Registration, Anja Taylor, has been working tirelessly to sell vendor spaces at
the rally; we all owe her a debt of gratitude for her hard work and let us all VOLUNTEER
generously to help during the week of the rally. Setup is at 0930 on TUESDAY, 12 May, and the
help is needed in the registration tent all week, but most especially Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday. Volunteers are also needed for auction pickup on Friday morning; the Auction will be
Friday afternoon. Dean Hansen, our chief judge, needs about six people to assist in vehicle
judging on Saturday morning; please call Dean at 443-752-2603 if you can assist with judging.
And finally, Tom B. reminded me that teardown is Saturday afternoon and we always need
assistance breaking down tents, removing row and road signs, and re-packing the trailer. What
makes the rally successful is the efforts of dedicated volunteers! Please volunteer to help.
We all mourn the loss of one of the true legends of the Military Vehicle hobby, Doc Morthimer.
He was interred at Arlington National Cemetery on 25 February, and the event was well
attended. Elsewhere in this newsletter are photos and a eulogy that I wrote.
We will see you at the Rally!
Scott Johnson, President

Eulogy:
I first got to know Doc Morthimer, or Mort, as he called himself, in 1998 when I volunteered to
work in the Mess Tent at the annual East Coast Rally at Aberdeen Proving Ground. He ran that
Mess Tent in his own way, with a huge griddle, hot dog cookers and of course, Cream chip beef
(or SOS) for breakfast. It was a passion that had grown from serving food to the club members to
feeding all the attendees. The cream chip beef took a bit of finesse: more milk! More flour! More
milk! More flour! But it always turned out right. He would chide Ace Titus for having some of
the SOS: “You dumb ____! You’ve got a heart condition! And doc was always frugal; he would
chide us mercilessly for using a paper plate for serving a hot dog or a hamburger. Just use a
napkin! He would pre-prepare thirty or forty pounds of chili for the rally and freeze it. I
remember one year he actually wore out a burner on his stove because he made so much chili.
He would regale us with story after story from his youth, from his Army Air Forces days, and
stories about his jeep. The idea for his muddy jeep grew out of his distaste for having to clean up

the jeep- I’ll make it look like the ones I saw in Italy, he said. He mixed wallpaper sizing with
the mud so it couldn’t wash off in the rain. He was drilling near the windshield when the drill bit
slipped and cracked the glass. So he added an 8mm bullet so the cracked windshield looked like
battle damage. With all the accoutrements he added, his jeep is one of the most authentic ones
you will ever see. It is featured in All American Wonder Book 3, and I feel so fortunate that Doc
autographed his picture in my copy. And Doc was an expert at driving that jeep. On one trail
ride, we came upon a huge mid pit. I shied away from it. Doc didn’t even flinch. He drove
deliberately into the deepest part the mud. He shifted back and forth a few times and easily
extracted the jeep from mud deep enough to bury the axles. After he was out of the pit, he
realized he was in two wheel drive the whole time-he’d forgotten the lock in the front wheel
hubs!
Sometimes he appeared a bit gruff, but deep down, doc was a most generous friend who would
do anything for you. When my wife’s Grandmother dropped her upper plate in the sink, it was
Doc who came to our rescue. With Lorraine serving as his assistant, he repaired it good as new.
On two separate occasions! And he wouldn’t accept anything in return. When I broke a rear axle
in my jeep, he had a spare. But-it was his last one-so he said, you can borrow it, but if I ever need
it, I am going to ask for it back. Again, he wouldn’t take anything for it. He gave me many items
of military surplus, saying simply, “Here, go sell this and make some money.” He could weld, he
could braze, and he was only too happy to help you with anything you needed.
Doc was the founding father of our military vehicle club, and I feel most fortunate that I got to
know him. He was “his own man” and was one of the most unique people I have ever known.
We’ll never forget you, Doc!
Scott Johnson

Editor’s Remarks:
I first knew Doc Morthimer when I volunteered in his Mess Tent at the Rally. At the time I was
not a Club member, nor did I own a military vehicle. Doc and his crew looked like they needed
help and I joined in. It was an excellent way to get to know everyone. To some Doc may have
seemed harsh and grumpy at times, but in my experience, it was just a façade. He had limited
tolerance for fools, it’s true, but underneath he was the kindest and gentlest of characters.
A few years ago I worked with Doc preparing an M37 for sale.. He had such an amazing
youthful demeanor that it was like working with a teenager. It was motivating, and I can only
hope to have a spirit like Doc’s as my elder years creep in. He will be sorely missed and always
remembered.
Bob Taylor,
Newsletter Editor
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Newsmax Interview with
President Scott Johnson

Please tell me about the Washington Area Collectors Blue and Gray Military Vehicle Trust.
How did this organization begin? What is the purpose of the organization? Is the entire name I
listed above the name of your organization, or is the "Blue and Gray Vehicle Trust" something
separate --- your members' collective fleet perhaps?
The Washington Area Collectors/Blue and Gray Military Vehicle Trust began as two separate
clubs that had a common purpose: To promote the collection, preservation and restoration of

Historic Military Vehicles. The Washington Area Collectors of Military Vehicles began in the
mid 1970’s, and was an affiliate of what was then the (national) Military Vehicles Collectors
Club. WAC members were predominantly from the Maryland/Delaware area. The Blue and
Gray Military Vehicles Trust began in Virginia as the Shenandoah Military Vehicles Club, in the
late 1970s. As the club expanded beyond the Shenandoah Area, the name was changed to a less
restrictive title, Blue and Gray, as well as to commemorate the famed 29th Infantry Division from
WWII (this division’s patch has a blue and gray “yin and yang” design). WAC was the host of
the East Coast Military Vehicle rally every year, and BG members started working with WAC
members to make this rally a success. The clubs began to have joint meetings and in the early
1990s, decided to merge. However, the members were passionate about their “original” club
names, and a proposal to come up with a single new name, such as Potomac Military Vehicles
Club, was vehemently rejected. Hence the long name of the club, which includes both WAC and
BG. WAC/BGMVT is an affiliate of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association.

Are you a collector yourself? How did you get involved in this hobby? What vehicle(s) do you
have?
Yes, I have a 1944 Willys Jeep from WWII. My passion for this vehicle probably has its roots
back in the 1960s TV show Rat Patrol, when I first saw “actions scenes” featuring the WWII
jeep. When I reached adulthood, I realized that I had wanted a WWII jeep for as long as I could
remember. In 1987, my desire became a reality when I brought home a real “basket case” jeep.
What I thought was going to be a one-year restoration actually took four years before I had my
jeep licensed as an Antique vehicle.

What sorts of people are attracted to this hobby?
People are attracted to the military vehicle hobby for various reasons. I initially got into the
hobby because of my desire to own a piece of history. Some individuals desire only the
functional aspects of a military vehicle and use it for stump pulling, snow plowing, etc., because,
generally, obtaining a military vehicle for “government surplus prices” can sometimes be
cheaper than buying a piece of heavy construction equipment. Some are interested in the historic
aspect and go to great expense to restore their vehicles to “factory new” condition. I believe the
majority of military vehicle owners are satisfied with a “motor pool” restoration, which depicts
the vehicle as it was used in the service, with equipment, weapons and other accoutrements.
There are also individuals who are military reenactors, and acquire their military vehicles as a
further extension of their reenactment hobby.

How do they acquire their vehicles?
Vehicles can be acquired in a variety of ways. I found my WWII jeep through a classified ad
in the Hartford Courant. Some individuals have successfully acquired their vehicles through
Government Auctions. There are magazines and web sites that specialize in Military Vehicles;
and of course, hobbyists sell to other hobbyists. Sometimes, a military vehicle owner is looking
for a new challenge after he has restored one vehicle.

What do they do with their vehicles?
What do they do with their military vehicles? Most of us look for opportunities to display
their vehicles, such as Car, Gun, or Military Vehicle shows. Parades provide an opportunity to
drive a historic military vehicle for all to see. Sometimes, club members will organize a military
vehicle trail ride or even a military vehicle convoy.

What types of military vehicles are collected? Which are the most popular to collect?
I can’t think of a military vehicle that isn’t collected. Some wealthy individuals even collect
tanks and other armored vehicles; some are into heavy transport trucks. I know of one club
member who owns a towing business and has a WWII-era military heavy tow truck. Another
member had an amphibious truck. I think the quarter-ton vehicles, such as the Willys MB/Ford
GPW from WWII, M38 from the Korean war years, M38A1 (military equivalent of the CJ-5)
and the Vietnam era M-151 series vehicles, are the most popular. Quarter-ton vehicles were
produced in large numbers (WWII jeep production was well over 600,000 units); they are the
most affordable and easiest to maintain.

Can these vehicles be driven on public roads?
As far as I know, if a military vehicle can be properly licensed and insured, it can be driven
on public roads. There are some armored vehicles, and those with metal tracks that would not be
allowed for highway use. My WWII jeep has an antique vehicle license plate, which eliminates
the requirement for annual state inspections, but limits me to driving to and from shows, parades
and other events, and “test driving after repairs.” Just because a vehicle can be legally driven on
the highway, the Military Vehicle owner has to use some discretion as to when it should be
driven on the highway. My WWII jeep is 71 years old, has a 65 horsepower engine, low gearing,
no turn signals, manual windshield wipers, and mud and snow tires that do not grip well on wet
pavement. If getting to a parade means travelling my vehicle that cannot maintain traffic speed in
a rainstorm on a crowded highway, I would probably choose to sit that one out!

How much work goes into restoring and maintaining these vehicles?
a. How much work and money goes into the restoration is a matter of individual taste. There is
enough room in the military vehicle hobby to accommodate the entire spectrum of hobbyists,
from the basic “go restoration” enthusiast to those who are not satisfied with anything but
“factory new.” Some of us are satisfied with “reasonable authenticity” and don’t care if there is,
say, some body putty here and there, or not all fasteners are what was installed at the factory. My
WWII jeep has a 12volt ignition system with an alternator. I am very satisfied with that set-up
(including the ability to jump start it with any of my other cars), but I could never enter it in
factory class contest, as the original WWII jeep had a 6 volt system and a generator. I figure
when I am driving my jeep in a parade, no one knows or cares what is under the hood. Other
individuals are extremely meticulous and will not proceed with restoration until every nick or
ding is smoothed out and all parts look brand new. At one show, I parked my WWII jeep for
display and was picking dead leaves and other detritus from the passenger compartment. In the
space next to me, an individual backed his WWII jeep out of an enclosed trailer and went over
his jeep with a feather duster!
b. Maintaining the vehicles, in my opinion, is no special challenge. You do have to be
mindful of lubrication and assure the brakes are working; generally, the harder you drive it, the
more maintenance is required. A person who drives his military vehicle occasionally for a parade
or show can get by with a lot less maintenance than the one who has an amphibious vehicle and
takes it “swimming” in the local lake.

Are replacement parts readily available?
Replacement parts are readily available. Obtaining replacement parts at the price you want to
pay is always a challenge, however. There are dozens of domestic companies that specialize in
new, used and reproduction parts for historic military vehicles. Some of the replacement parts are
better than the originals. For parts that have a shelf-life, such as gaskets and seals, you are better
off with a new-production replacement. When I first brought my jeep home, I found a nearby
junkyard with a 1943 jeep that I salvaged many parts from. Over time, I learned that the time
spent dismantling, cleaning, straightening, repairing and repainting junkyard parts is excessive,
and you are generally better off paying more money for a part in better shape; unless, of course,
it is a part for which the replacement is too pricey for your pocketbook.

Is this an expensive hobby to get into?
This can be an expensive hobby; however, I am convinced that you can keep it affordable by
finding the right mix of work you are willing to do yourself with that which you must pay to
have done. One individual selling a jeep he had rebuilt told me “You can’t do this on a budget.”
I disagree. Shopping around for the best price for a replacement parts is easier than ever with the
internet. At military vehicle shows and car shows, there are typically extensive flea markets
where you can find used parts at bargain prices. Sometimes “you gotta have it NOW” and price
becomes a secondary issue. If you want, say, Goodyear tires for your jeep that look like they are
WWII production, you will generally pay more than a generic brand. You have to ask yourself
what you are satisfied with.

What words of wisdom would you have for someone who is interested in beginning to collect
themselves?
I brought home a “basket case” WWII jeep for restoration. After owning it for 15 years and
being generally satisfied with what I had done, one of my “purist” friends asked me if I was ever
going to restore it! I have said many times that I would have been better off to not settle so
quickly for an affordable jeep that needed work that challenged my abilities. I should have
shopped around and spent more money for a jeep that needed less work-however, then I
wouldn’t have learned as much! My words of wisdom are:
a. Shop around; don’t settle for something that will be a huge amount of work
unless that is what you want. My philosophy would be to estimate the cost and
time it will take you to restore that military vehicle. Now double the cost and
quadruple the time and ask yourself if you still want to do it.
b. Don’t settle for a replacement part that you have to modify to make it look or
function like the original. Don’t let someone talk you into buying something
“pretty close”.
c. When you find a part that you want and the price seems reasonable, buy it
right then and there. If you recognize the bargain, someone else will, too, and
it may not be there when you come back.

“Future Surplus” – Some Vehicles Currently Being Considered by the Military
Editor

AM General

Lockheed Martin

Oshkosh Defense

Events Schedule:
2 May, Sat: Manassas, VA open house and airshow at the airport. Show hours 1000
to 1600. Reenactors and military vehicles welcome. Participants can set up on
Friday afternoon and stay overnight in their tents. Also can drive in on Saturday
arriving before 0900 in order to park before the crowds get there. No registration,
just show up. Bathrooms and food available. No blank or live ammo or smoking on
the grounds. For additional info contact Jim Ortte at 703 307-6861 or email at
team1xray@comcast.net
8 May, Fri: Warbirds flyover DC. See website http://ww2flyover.org/ . Possible
opportunities to display vehicles the weekend before and after the flyover. I will put
out more when I get it.
9 May, Sat: WW2 vehicle display at the Ugvar-Hazy air museum at Dulles Airport.
Vehicles displayed with 25 WW2 airplanes which participated in the flyover on Fri.
Arrive between 0800-0830. Depart after 1500. Contact me if you want to display
your WW2 vehicle. I will only be sending out more details to those who contact me.
8-9 May, Fri-Sat: WW2 vehicle display at the Culpepper airport in conjunction with
the DC Flyover. If you would like to bring a WW2 vehicle on one or both days
contact Jan Sylvester for more information. He can be contacted at
sylvester.jan@orbital.com or by phone at (W) 703-948-8415.
9 May, Sat: John Brown Day cruise. http://www.liberty-ship.com/
9 May, Sat: Community Expo at the Pfitzner Stadium, Prince William County, VA.
Vehicle display from 1100 to 1500. No weapons. Set up by 1030, leave at 1500.
Contact me if you want to display. Set up on grass outside the stadium. More info to
follow.

9 May, Sat: In conjunction with the VE Day military aircraft flyover, the National
Capitol Squadron of the Commemorative Air Force is holding their Hangar Dance at
Leesburg Executive Airport on May 9th. They're looking for a couple of WWII
military vehicles to display. They would like you to be setup by 5, and the vehicles
can be left there overnight if desired, or taken home after 9:30 PM. Actually, they'd
prefer you buy a ticket and enjoy the dance ! POC is Dan Haug, Squadron
Commander - "aihaug @ att.net"
14-16 May, Thur-Sat: Annual East Coast Rally, Cal Ripken Baseball Stadium,
Aberdeen, MD. http://www.washingtonbluegray.com/
15-17 May, Fri-Sun: Warbirds Over the Beach Air Show at the Military Aviation
Museum. Located 1341 Pincess Anne Road, Virginia Beach, Va. 23457. Reenactors,
and Vendors needed all Military Vehicles for display.
www.MilitaryAviationMuseum.org
16 May, Sat: Armed Forces Day display at the Village at Leesburg shopping center details TBD
17 May, Sun: National Maritime Day/Armed Forces Day display at 4601 Newgate
avenue, Baltimore 21224, Pier 13 Lower Canton Marine Terminal. Public hours
1000 to 1600. Many active duty military displays. To display your vehicle contact
Tom Buonaugurio at cbdtomb@gmail.com.
25 May, Mon: The National Memorial Day Parade will be held in Wash DC on
Monday 26 May down Constitution Ave . Lineup at 1230, parade starts at 1400 (2
PM). Club is registered. I will put out lineup info when I get it.
25 May, Mon: On Memorial Day (Monday, May 25th) at 10 a.m. the Town of
Leesburg holds their traditional ceremony. Military vehicles are invited to join VFW
Post 1177 - show time for display vehicles is NLT 9:30 a.m. on King Street in front
of the Downtown Saloon, across from the County Courthouse. POC is Dennis
Boykin, (703) 346-4857 or "boykin_dennis@ yahoo.com".
5-7 June, Fri-Sun: WW 2 Weekend, Reading, Pa. Airshow and ground displays,
large flea market. Individual registration. http://www.maam.org/maamwwii.html
6 June, Sat: D-Day remembrance event, Old Town Alexandria, VA. WW2 vehicles,
GI reenactors welcome. Market Square, set up around 1300-1330, program is from
1400-1700. Pix from the past three years can be seen at this link:
https://alexandriacaen.wordpress.com/d-day-events/ There will be a lecture earlier
in the week, then this event on the Saturday. There will be music, reenactors and
displays, and dancers. Contact Kerem Bilge directly at kerem_bilge@hotmail.com
6 June, Sat: On the 6th of June, the CS Monroe Technical Center & the Leesburg
Business Assocation host their annual car show. Since it's the 70th Anniversary of
the end of the war in Europe, and the 71st Anniversary (to the day) of the Normandy
invasion, they'd like to increase the military vehicle participation in the show. The
VFW typically participates with our howitzer (full equipment display) and M38A1.

There's a $20 fee per vehicle to support the vocational school. Show time is 4 PM at
Tuscarora High School. POC is Northern Virginia Rods & Classics - keep an eye on
http://novarodsnclassics.org for more details.
13 Jun, Sat: John Brown Day cruise. http://www.liberty-ship.com/
21 June, Sun: Fathers Day Carshow at Sully Historic Site.
http://www.gwcmodela.org/events.asp
25-27 June, Thur-Sat: Annual MVPA Convention, Topeka, Kansas.
http://www.mvpa.org/
4 July, Sat: National Independence Day Parade, Wash DC. Lineup 1045, parade
starts at 1145. From 7th St down Constitution Ave. Club is registered.
4 July, Sat: Dale City, VA Independence Day Parade. Parade starts at 1000. Lineup
on Dale Blvd starts at 0915.
4 July, Sat: Town of Leesburg Independence Day parade: Show time is NLT 09:30
at Ida Lee Park at the north end of King Street in Leesburg. POC is the Town of
Leesburg event coordinator (http://tinyurl.com/peetvw5). If you're bringing a MV
and you'd like to line up with VFW Post 1177, let Dennis Boykin know - (703) 3464857 or "boykin_dennis @ yahoo.com" and we'll register you with our group - you
won't need to register yourself.
11-12 July, Sat-Sun: VA. WW2 Weekend at Sully Historic Site off route 28 near
Dulles. Hours 1000 to 1600 Sat, 1000 to 1500 Sun. The same exit as the Air and
Space Museum Annex. If any of you have a WW2 vehicle and would like to come
out for the day or the weekend, that is great. Website is
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully/calendar.htm
12-13 Sep, Sat-Sun: WW2 Weekend, Rippon Lodge, Woodbridge, VA.
18-19 Sep, Fri-Sat: Scaled down airshow at Andrews Air Force Base. Vehicles of
all eras welcome. More info to follow.
Tim Ketchum
EVENT COORDINATOR
Washington Area Collectors
of Military Vehicles and
Blue & Gray Military Vehicle Trust

http://www.washingtonbluegray.com
Home Address

15314 Iris Lane
Montclair, VA 22025
(703) 590-4960
TimK.43mb@verizon.net

AFollow-up Reminder from the Editor:

WAC B&G MVT 2015 Membership Renewal:
Now is the time to renew your membership in our organization and participate with us in
the restoration, ownership and preservation of historic military vehicles.
Annual membership dues are $20.00. Checks should be made out to WAC B&G MVT.
Send to the Secretary:
Warren Watt
Secretary, WAC B&G MVT
18128 Sands Rd.
Purcellville, VA 20132
Secretary Watt will have your membership card available at any Club meeting. If you
send a self-addressed, stamped envelope with your dues, your card can be mailed.
Two important reminders:
1. Membership is for the calendar year , not for the 12 months following the payment of
your dues. If you are a new member, or an old member whose membership is not
current, dues paid this late in the year will be applied to your 2015 membership.
2. While we encourage all members to join and participate with the MVPA, membership
in the MVPA is totally unrelated to your active membership in the WAC B&G MVT.
This may be obvious to most - but occasionally this issue has come up.

MVPA Membership information FYI:
MVPA SINCE 1976, an international organization dedicated to the preservation of
military transport
Choose one of the following memberships* to suit your needs:
REGULAR MEMBERSHIPS: BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS:
U.S. Regular - Periodical Postage - $50.00
U.S. Associate/Business - $60.00
U.S. First Class Postage - $75.00
Outreach – school or library - $50.00
Canadian Regular - Economy Airmail - $US60.00
Canadian Associate/Business $US70.00
Overseas Membership (Outside U.S. & Canada) Regular (Economy Air Mail) $US70
Associate/Business - $US80.00
Electronic Membership Worldwide – Online access to electronic publications (1year)
$US 35.00

Attention active MVPA Members: Recruit a NEW member and receive a gift; include
your name and membership number below!
*Memberships are for one calendar year and are pro-rated after the beginning of the
year.
MVPA Recruiting Member _____________________Membership Number:________
Name of Applicant ____________________________E-mail Address _____________
Address
________________________________________________________________________
City________________________
State_________________
Zip __________
Country ______________________ Telephone __________________
Signature _____________________________
Credit Card # ________________________ Expire Date ____ / ____ V* Number _____
*3 digit number on back of card
Payments in U.S. Funds only * Personal checks accepted drawn on a U.S. Banks *
PayPal * Please Do Not Send Cash
Military Vehicle
Preservation Association
PO Box 520378 Independence, MO 64052 USA (800) 365-5798
TEL: (816) 833-MVPA (6872) FAX: (816) 833-5115 E-mail:hq@mvpa

