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NEXT CLUB
MEETING…

(See President’s Message)

President’s Rally After Action Report:
Dear WACBGMVT members:
The 42nd annual East Coast Rally is now history. I wanted to personally thank the club
members for their support.
As we expected, our revenues were down, but we still made a tidy profit for the club.
As we are a not-for-profit organization, we made enough money to subsidize club
expenses and make charitable donations to other organizations. The auction netted $730,
down from previous years, but still a decent amount of revenue. It was disappointing to
see empty spaces in the parking lot, particularly on Saturday, but the vendors I talked to
seemed satisfied with their sales. Darryl Bensinger, in particular, sang the praises of our
choice of venue.
And don't forget that the weather was great; we did have some cold and wind but it
didn't rain during the actual rally. We had some rain on the night of May 10th, after

Camp Stogie was set up, but we stayed dry. Setup of the club tents on Tuesday was not
affected by weather. The club broke down the mess and registration tents on Saturday the
16th in record time, and the trailer was re-packed before the rains came again that
evening. For once, Richard McCommack had his tent put away and his trailer packed
before the downpour started!
We didn't have any conflicts with events at Ripken Stadium; there were no events that
blocked vendors from moving into their promised spaces. We had no trips to the
emergency room this rally.
Our speaker system this year was much improved; we mounted our big speakers atop a
lift boom that made the entire parking lot area able to hear announcements.
Let us not forget the convenience facilities: the Porta-Pots were well placed and clean,
thanks to the efforts of Tim Ketchum.
The vehicle judging went very well; Dean Hansen and his crew had 80% of their
inspection work done before Saturday. As a retired Nuclear Engineer, I was very happy
that the Best in Show winner was an
M-38A1D with a simulated Davy Crockett tactical nuclear missile!
Thank you all who worked diligently to make the rally a success. We had ample
members there for setup and teardown, and they worked like a well-oiled machine. A few
members deserve special recognition: Anja Taylor and Kay Ketchum, who worked
diligently in registration, Dean Hansen, our chief judge, who with Bob and Bob (Amos
and Taylor), masterfully organized the show vehicle competition. Larry Voight worked
continuously to pick the lot free of litter. And of course, Tom B., who is the go-to guy for
anything rally related and continues to amaze me with his coordination skills.
Overall, despite reduced revenues and participation, we came out ahead and I believe
this was one of the best rallies we have had. My intentions are that we will have rallies at
Ripken Stadium as long as it remains available and affordable. As far as the choice of
weeks, we will try next year to reserve the stadium for the second week in May. If it is
not available we will go with the next best available dates, just as we did this year. We
will consider the impact to other clubs, but as the saying goes, "you put your own life
jacket on first."
Thanks again for making the Rally a success!
Sincerely, Scott Johnson, WACBGMVT President
WillysWW2@aol.com

Rally Impressions from Secretary Watt:

1. Saturday- I overheard a conversation between two vendors. The first vendor
commented that it was the worst rally for sales ever. He had made $10.00 so far. The
other vendor immediately commented that he had sold every box that he brought and that
it was the best rally for sales ever. The first vendor was glad for him.
2. Every time I talk to Bob Taylor I learn something interesting!
3. Did you catch the German Stoewer-Werke A.-G. command car with the Toyota 22R
engine transplant and modern vacuum boosted brake system? It was done very well and
served to keep this one rolling! I liked it.
4. Saturday, midway through the day, I walked over to the parking lot to stow items
bought and two different people asked me if I was leaving so they could park in my spot.

I know there was another event going on at the stadium but these appeared to be rally
visitors. So, that was a good sign to me.
5. Did you check out the "Coot" vehicle? A mule like creation, mid mounted Tecumseh
engine, articulating body, prototype. Very cool.
6. Tom B is the Rally!!
7. Our club needs to reward the vendors for participating. Some kind of door prize raffle
or reward. Incentive to return next year.
8. No more event conflicts with other big shows.
9. Our club sincerely needs someone new to handle the Registration. No two ways about
it!!!
10. The vendor selling the "Safety Siphon" hoses was an interesting stop. A very
interesting story attached to that business venture. The proprietor told me that they would
not be returning next year due to low sales. They usually vend at car shows and are used
to selling several hundred units per show. They had sold about 30 when I bought mine.
11. I spoke to the person who displayed the M38A1 "Davey Crockett" atomic cannon
jeep. The story regarding the restoration and locating the serial number matching cannon
cradle assembly was quite remarkable. I would like to see him retell it and have it
published in our newsletter, Army Motors or Military Vehicles magazine. Very
entertaining.
12. Consider getting a small generator and a window shaker A/C unit for the judges
building.
Respectfully submitted,
Warren Watt / Secretary

President’s Message:
Greetings, WACBGMVT members! I hope you have all had a good summer. I installed
the tie rod ends I bought at the Rally on my jeep in time for the Dale City 4th of July
parade, and drove to Sully Plantation for one day of the WWII weekend late that month. I
am looking forward to events this fall that Tim Ketchum has been informing you of.
OUR NEXT MEETING will be our annual meeting on September 26 at Fred Lutes’
house. We will have a brief discussion on our 2015 Rally, discuss lessons learned for
next year, and will enjoy a catered lunch which is free to club members. Fred Lutes is
lining up a WWII veteran for a guest speaker; this individual served under Gen George
Patton. Mark your calendars now and RSVP to Fred by 19 September. Also, mark out the
second weekend in May 2016 for the next Rally; we will be back at Ripken Stadium. See
you on the 26th of September! Scott
Scott Johnson, President

WAC B&G MVT MEETING
APRIL 18, 2015
National Marine Corp Museum – Quantico Va.
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Johnson at 1010 hrs.
Members Present: Tom Buonaugurio, Neil Connor, Joseph Galletti, Scott Johnson, Tim
Ketchum, Kay Ketchum, Ted Lawson, Rich McCommack, Denis Mengele, Wayne
Miller, Joe Rice, Jim Schindler, Bob Shawn, Jimmy Ta, Warren Watt.
Pledge of Allegiance: The members present offered respect to our great nation by
reciting the pledge facing the large American flag posted at the entrance.
Welcome by President Johnson: President Johnson welcomed the members present. He
expressed appreciation from the club to the members who are displaying vehicles today.
Vice President’s Report: VP Taylor was unable to attend the meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Mengele reviewed the latest financial report. The club
has about $54,000.00. We usually keep around $45,000.00. There are bills coming due
for expenses incurred this year. Rally vendor income is down and dues income is down
this year. 2014 Rally profit was above $12,000. Projected profit this year will be around
$8000.00.
Looking ahead, Treasurer Mengele introduced a proposal to add by-laws language to
address the dissolution of the club. This would spell out what will happen to the club
assets in the event the club is disbanded.
Treasurer Mengele polled the members to see if there were any donation committee
members present. None in attendance. He suggested that it would be a good idea to know

ahead of time who the annual donations are going to. Preferably before the Rally. This
way, there are concrete answers for those who want to know where the money is being
donated to. It was agreed that there is insufficient time to decide this before the 2015
Rally. The club will endeavor to accomplish this before the 2016 Rally.
Secretary’s Report: Secretary Watt reported on the membership numbers which are
higher than the January meeting total. A postcard reminder was sent out to 60 former
members to encourage them to rejoin.
Event Coordinator’s Report: Coordinator Ketchum reviewed the latest version of the
events calendar. Any members who are not receiving the calendar via email should
contact Tim at www.TimK.43mb@verizon.net . Also, any member who wants an event
added to the calendar should contact him.
May 8 – WWII flyover between Leesburg and Washington DC to commemorate the 70th
anniversary of VE Day.
Website: Members are encouraged to visit the site at www.washingtonbluegray.com.
Newsletter Editor’s Report: Editor Taylor was unable to attend the meeting. Please
contact Bob at www.abtaylor2@verizon.net to submit articles, images or classified ads.
All submissions and contributions to this effort are greatly appreciated.

Rally 2015
 2015 Rally: Will be held May 13 – 16, 2012 at Ripken Stadium. Many flyers
have been passed out. The Event Insurance is $1500.00 this year. There does not
seem to be a large impact from the Findlay MV Show despite conflicting dates.
 Set up will be on May 12th from 0900 to 1300 hours. Lunch will be provided for
volunteers.
 Maryland state sales tax forms were sent to all vendors. As in years past, vendors
need to remit the tax and form directly to the state. If there were no sales made,
the state wants the form back stating zero dollars collected.
 Row signage and field layout is different this year. No more colors. Row signage
is OD with the row letter only. Spaces will be marked in chalk.
 Pres. Johnson discussed the passing of Doc Mortimer and his funeral. He
suggested that this year’s Rally be dedicated to Doc. A motion was made,
seconded and carried by the members present.
 Pres. Johnson discussed a charity associated with Doc as the American Cancer
Society. He proposed that the club make a donation in Doc’s honor in the amount
of $250.00. A motion was made, seconded and carried by the members present.
 A lift platform has been rented to hold the PA system speakers.
 Tom B. mentioned the need for the members to post MV hobby related items on
social media as a way to promote this pursuit.
 T-shirts will be made up in two colors tan or OD.
 Rally banners to be ordered and purchased including one to honor Doc. A motion
was made, seconded and carried by the members present.
 Golf carts (5) to be delivered and picked up by the provider.
 Waste Management to deliver a 30 yd. dumpster on May 12, pick up on May 18th.
 Paul Blessetti to move the club trailer on May 10th.



Tom B. trying to get radio advertising quotes, none obtained yet. Newspaper
advertising is too expensive since they consider us a commercial enterprise. Bill
boards are too expensive.

Old Business: None.
New Business
 Pres. Johnson discussed the lack of a venue for a June meeting. The members
present decided not to hold another meeting until September. Date TBD.
Good of the Order:
 President Johnson thanked Tim Ketchum for setting up the location for today’s
meeting.
Next Meeting Location and Date: The next regular club meeting will be held in
September. The club officers will confirm and make an announcement to the members.
(See President’s Message – Ed.)
Adjourn Having no further business to conduct, President Johnson adjourned the
meeting at 1045 hours.

An Unsolicited Opinion about the Rally and the state of the MV hobby
During the 2015 Rally I had a conversation with a vendor who is also a member of
another MV club. Our conversation moved into the subject of why there are so few young
people involved in the MV hobby. We both agreed that it is not a good trend. He asked
me if I wanted to hear his opinion on our Rally. I said “certainly”. He stated that “we
have designed the Rally for the vendors”. He stated that when you look around, you don’t
see any young kids there. He went on to say that if there are young people looking at the
vehicles and shopping the booths, they would potentially purchase that first military
patch, book, hat or pin. That purchase would in fact act as a “gateway drug” to more
serious purchases and then eventually a vehicle, etc. So I thought back to my youth and
yes, the matchbox cars, plastic model cars and car magazines that I bought or were given
served to solidify my interest in cars in general. So I could relate to that comment. He
further stated that the practice of shutting down the Rally halfway through Saturday
denies younger groups of people the opportunity to enjoy the Rally. The fact that young
people are in school all week and then they are at some activity part of Saturdays means
that they have few chances to attend the Rally. He said we should shift the dates from
Thursday through Sunday.
I already know what some folks reaction to this writing will be. A lot of which will be
negative. I understand that it is only one man’s opinion. I understand that we do not have
a Rally without the vendors. I understand that the vendors are tired after being there since
Wednesday and want to go home on Saturday. I understand that the vendors can’t survive
on profits gained from selling one small item to some kid.

My intention on sharing this is to simply plant a seed for future consideration. All we
need to do is look at ourselves and ask “Where are the future club members who will
carry this tradition on?” Give it some thought. Share your ideas.
Warren
Club Secretary

Slice of History – Concerning the Jerrycan:

During World War II the United States exported more tons of petroleum products than of
all other war material combined. The mainstay of the enormous oil-and gasoline
transportation network that fed the war was the oceangoing tanker, supplemented on land
by pipelines, railroad tank cars, and trucks. But for combat vehicles on the move, another
link was crucial—smaller containers that could be carried and poured by hand and moved
around a battle zone by trucks. Hitler knew this. He perceived early on that the weakest
link in his plans for blitzkrieg using his panzer divisions was fuel supply.
He ordered his staff to design a fuel container that would minimize gasoline losses under
combat conditions. As a result the German army had thousands of jerrycans, as they came
to be called, stored and ready when hostilities began in 1939.
The jerrycan had been developed under the strictest secrecy, and its unique features were
many. It was flat-sided and rectangular in shape, consisting of two halves welded
together as in a typical automobile gasoline tank. It had three handles, enabling one man
to carry two cans and pass one to another man in bucket-brigade fashion. Its capacity was
approximately five U.S. gallons; its weight filled, forty-five pounds. Thanks to an air
chamber at the top, it would float on water if dropped overboard or from a plane. Its short
spout was secured with a snap closure that could be propped open for pouring, making
unnecessary any funnel or opener. A gasket made the mouth leak proof. An air-breathing
tube from the spout to the air space kept the pouring smooth. And most important, the
can’s inside was lined with an impervious plastic material developed for the insides of
steel beer barrels. This enabled the jerrycan to be used alternately for gasoline and water.
Early in the summer of 1939, this secret weapon began a roundabout odyssey into
American hands. An American engineer named Paul Pleiss, finishing up a manufacturing
job in Berlin, persuaded a German colleague to join him on a vacation trip overland to
India. The two bought an automobile chassis and built a body for it. As they prepared to
leave on their journey, they realized that they had no provision for emergency water. The
German engineer knew of and had access to thousands of jerrycans stored at Tempelhof
Airport . He simply took three and mounted them on the underside of the car.
The two drove across eleven national borders without incident and were halfway across
India when Field Marshal Goering sent a plane to take the German engineer back home.
Before departing, the engineer compounded his treason by giving Pleiss complete
specifications for the jerrycan’s manufacture. Pleiss continued on alone to Calcutta . Then
he put the car in storage and returned to Philadelphia .

Back in the United States , Pleiss told military officials about the container, but without a
sample can he could stir no interest, even though the war was now well under way. The
risk involved in having the cans removed from the car and shipped from Calcutta seemed
too great, so he eventually had the complete vehicle sent to him, via Turkey and the Cape
of Good Hope . It arrived in New York in the summer of 1940 with the three jerrycans
intact. Pleiss immediately sent one of the cans to Washington . The War Department
looked at it but unwisely decided that an updated version of their World War I container
would be good enough. That was a cylindrical ten-gallon can with two screw closures. It
required a wrench and a funnel for pouring.
That one jerrycan in the Army’s possession was later sent to Camp Holabird , in
Maryland . There it was poorly redesigned; the only features retained were the size,
shape, and handles. The welded circumferential joint was replaced with rolled seams
around the bottom and one side. Both a wrench and a funnel were required for its use.
And it now had no lining. As any petroleum engineer knows, it is unsafe to store gasoline
in a container with rolled seams. This ersatz can did not win wide acceptance.
The British first encountered the jerrycan during the German invasion of Norway , in
1940, and gave it its English name (the Germans were, of course, the “Jerries”). Later
that year Pleiss was in London and was asked by British officers if he knew anything
about the can’s design and manufacture. He ordered the second of his three jerrycans
flown to London . Steps were taken to manufacture exact duplicates of it.
Two years later the United States was still oblivious of the can. Then, in September 1942,
two quality-control officers posted to American refineries in the Mideast ran smack into
the problems being created by ignoring the jerrycan. I was one of those two. passing
through Cairo two weeks before the start of the Battle of El Alamein, we learned that the
British wanted no part of a planned U.S. Navy can; as far as they were concerned, the
only container worth having was the Jerrycan, even though their only supply was those
captured in battle. The British were bitter; two years after the invasion of Norway there
was still no evidence that their government had done anything about the jerrycan.
My colleague and I learned quickly about the jerrycan’s advantages and the Allied can’s
costly disadvantages, and we sent a cable to naval officials in Washington stating that 40
percent of all the gasoline sent to Egypt was being lost through spillage and evaporation.
We added that a detailed report would follow. The 40 percent figure was actually a guess
intended to provoke alarm, but it worked. A cable came back immediately requesting
confirmation.
We then arranged a visit to several fuel-handling depots at the rear of Montgomery ’s
army and found there that conditions were indeed appalling. Fuel arrived by rail from the
sea in fifty-five-gallon steel drums with rolled seams and friction-sealed metallic mouths.
The drums were handled violently by local laborers. Many leaked. The next link in the
chain was the infamous five-gallon “petrol tin.” This was a square can of tin plate that
had been used for decades to supply lamp kerosene. It was hardly useful for gasoline. In
the hot desert sun, it tended to swell up, burst at the seams, and leak. Since a funnel was
needed for pouring, spillage was also a problem.
Allied soldiers in Africa knew that the only gasoline container worth having was German.
Similar tins were carried on Liberator bombers in flight. They leaked out perhaps a third
of the fuel they carried. Because of this, General Wavell’s defeat of the Italians in North

Africa in 1940 had come to naught. His planes and combat vehicles had literally run out
of gas. Likewise in 1941, General Auchinleck’s victory over Rommel had withered away.
In 1942 General Montgomery saw to it that he had enough supplies, including gasoline,
to whip Rommel in spite of terrific wastage. And he was helped by captured jerrycans.
The British historian Desmond Young later confirmed the great importance of oil cans in
the early African part of the war. “No one who did not serve in the desert,” he wrote,
“can realize to what extent the difference between complete and partial success rested on
the simplest item of our equipment—and the worst. Whoever sent our troops into desert
warfare with the [five-gallon] petrol tin has much to answer for. General Auchinleck
estimates that this ‘flimsy and ill-constructed container’ led to the loss of thirty per cent
of petrol between base and consumer. … The overall loss was almost incalculable. To
calculate the tanks destroyed, the number of men who were killed or went into captivity
because of shortage of petrol at some crucial moment, the ships and merchant seamen
lost in carrying it, would be quite impossible. After my colleague and I made our report, a
new five-gallon container under consideration in Washington was canceled.
Meanwhile the British were finally gearing up for mass production. Two million British
jerrycans were sent to North Africa in early 1943, and by early 1944 they were being
manufactured in the Middle East . Since the British had such a head start, the Allies
agreed to let them produce all the cans needed for the invasion of Europe . Millions were
ready by D-day. By V-E day some twenty-one million Allied jerrycans had been
scattered all over Europe . President Roosevelt observed in November 1944, “Without
these cans it would have been impossible for our armies to cut their way across France at
a lightning pace which exceeded the German Blitz of 1940.”;
In Washington little about the jerrycan appears in the official record. A military report
says simply, “A sample of the jerry can was brought to the office of the Quartermaster
General in the summer of 1940.”

I am a bit skeptical in regard to some of the details in the above article, although I know
much of it to be correct and nearly all of it plausible. I trust Rick Skipper will set us right
so far as any errors or misrepresentations are concerned, he being the jerry can guru,
and all. (Ed.)

Note: This newsletter is now certified 100% gluten-free. (Ed.)

AM General
AM General has now received the contract to produce the latest generation of light utility
vehicle. I recall visiting Aberdeen on Armed Forces Day (in better times, sadly) and
seeing vehicles from three manufacturers, each in two different styles, under
consideration for mass production. One of these prototypes was to become the Humvee.
(Ed.)

Andrews AFB

Udvar Hazy - May 9

Reading Air Show - June

George Rich’s Replica Type 82 Kubelwagens
Ft. Indiantown Gap – January

Newly Restored Sd Kfz 251 at Kubel Korp Reunion – August
Currently the only one operational in the U.S.

Sd Kfz 251 Interior
Any of these seen operating at events are actually post-war Czech conversions

Events Schedule:
26 Sep, Sat: Club meeting. WAC/BG club meeting, starts at 1100 at Fred Lutes house,
3749 Jennings Chapel Rd, Woodbine, MD 21797.
1. Meeting will start at 1100 hours, followed by a catered lunch provided by the club.
Please bring a folding chair.
2. Military vehicles are welcome, and you may also bring articles to sell. BYOT (bring
your own table!)
3. Cost of lunch is free. Please RSVP ASAP to Fred at 410-489-4916 or
FredLutes@aol.com so he can get a headcount for lunch.
26 Sep, Sat: Leesburg Executive Airport Airshow - 10-4 PM. Set up is 0900 - all
military vehicles welcome. Setup will be on pavement on the ramp - dummy weapons
are fine for display. All aerobatics will be visible from the display area. RSVP to Dennis
Boykin, Motor Officer, VFW Post 1177, at 'boykin_dennis@yahoo.com', or call (703)
346-4857.
3-4 Oct, Sat-Sun: Americans in Wartime Museum open house. http://www.nmaw.org/

3 Oct, Sat: John Brown Day cruise. www.ssjohnwbrown.org
3 Oct, Sat: Wings and Wheels Expo 2015 will be held Saturday, October 3., 9am-4pm at
the Hagerstown Regional Airport Terminal. Info: 301-733-8717,
www.HagerstownAviationMuseum.org or the museum Facebook page.
10 Oct, Sat: Looking for vehicles for the Freedom Museum 1940s hangar dance on
Saturday, October 10th 7-11pm at Manassas airport. For more info contact Kevin
Rychlik | kcrychlik@aol.com or phone 571-220-3086
12 Oct, Mon: Military Day in Stafford, VA in front of Stafford Uniforms and Main
Street grill on 610. The time frame is 0900-1700 with a free meal and some gas
reimbursement. Contact Wayne Robinson at armorman67@hotmail.com
17 Oct, Sat: Rockville, MD Antique and Classic Car Show. For more info email Larry
Northrup who does this show. His email is
larry.northup@autocare.org
7 Nov, Sat: Annual Manassas Veteran’s Day parade. This year honoring women in the
military. More to follow.
8 Nov, Sun: Annual Brunswick, MD Veterans Day Parade. Club registered. More info
to follow.
11 Nov, Tues: Veteran's Day Ceremony static display at Dodona Manor (George C.
Marshall Home) in Leesburg. Showtime is usually 10 a.m.
Website http://www.georgecmarshall.org/
12-14 May, 2016 Thur-Sat: Annual East Coast Rally
25 Jun, Sat: Ft Ritchie, MD Heritage Day. More info to follow.

Tim Ketchum
EVENT COORDINATOR
Washington Area Collectors
of Military Vehicles and
Blue & Gray Military Vehicle Trust

http://www.washingtonbluegray.com
Home Address

15314 Iris Lane
Montclair, VA 22025
(703) 590-4960
TimK.43mb@verizon.net

MVPA Membership information FYI:
MVPA SINCE 1976, an international organization dedicated to the preservation of
military transport
Choose one of the following memberships* to suit your needs:
REGULAR MEMBERSHIPS: BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS:
U.S. Regular - Periodical Postage - $50.00
U.S. Associate/Business - $60.00
U.S. First Class Postage - $75.00
Outreach – school or library - $50.00
Canadian Regular - Economy Airmail - $US60.00
Canadian Associate/Business $US70.00
Overseas Membership (Outside U.S. & Canada) Regular (Economy Air Mail) $US70
Associate/Business - $US80.00
Electronic Membership Worldwide – Online access to electronic publications (1year)
$US 35.00
Attention active MVPA Members: Recruit a NEW member and receive a gift; include
your name and membership number below!
*Memberships are for one calendar year and are pro-rated after the beginning of the
year.
MVPA Recruiting Member _____________________Membership Number:________
Name of Applicant ____________________________E-mail Address _____________
Address
________________________________________________________________________
City________________________
State_________________
Zip __________
Country ______________________ Telephone __________________
Signature _____________________________
Credit Card # ________________________ Expire Date ____ / ____ V* Number _____
*3 digit number on back of card
Payments in U.S. Funds only * Personal checks accepted drawn on a U.S. Banks *
PayPal * Please Do Not Send Cash
Military Vehicle
Preservation Association
PO Box 520378 Independence, MO 64052 USA (800) 365-5798
TEL: (816) 833-MVPA (6872) FAX: (816) 833-5115 E-mail:hq@mvpa

