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Bob Shawn with the lovely and talented Liberty Belles at the Manassas Airshow in October 2004. Photo by Rich McCommack
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War and Peace Show in Beltring by Diane Deren and. Way
to go, you two - we are very proud of you.
As we move forward into 2005 it might be helpful to get
a clearer picture of what our membership is interested in.
Hopefully we can do an informal survey of members' interests and willingness to participate in activities. There is a
widely varying level of knowledge about military vehicles
amongst our group. Periodically, our seasoned mechanics
and restorers offer expertise to those interested. The experienced hands know so many tricks that really ought to be
shared.
At our winter meeting perhaps we can discuss the following:
1. Possibility of a more formal relationship with
the National Guard in helping with parade and display
requests. For example, the MNG can't accommodate much
of what it receives.
2. Possibly some organized morale support of a
military unit serving in Iraq or Afghanistan.
3. Workshops on vehicle maintainence or tune-ups
on jeeps or Dodges. Or how to get the most juice to a 6 volt
starter.
As we look at the coming year the focus is on Aberdeen.
Dates are fixed at May 12 to 14, 2005. Tony and TomB are
already hard at work on registration and advertising. We

FROM THE PRESIDENT
GEORGE RICH
Seasons Greetings to members of WACBGMVT! Your
new slate of officers has been effecting a transition from the
former team and getting ready for 2005. Special thanks to
John Como, Ollie Davis, Denis Mengele and Anja Taylor
for years of tireless work on behalf of the Club. Special
mention of thanks also to Scott Johnson and Tim Ketchum
for their continuing work on our Club communications.
Tony Norton and Tom B. never stop working on the Rallythanks, guys!!
This Fall's meeting which was so well done by the
Wilsons and Meles was blessed with great weather and a
good turnout. Members turned out some great restorations
and some in progress. As you know, Allen Cors' open house
was the same day and that's where Randy Rodman was. But
we all had fun despite the reduced amount of firepower at
the range.
I'd like to make a special acknowledge to recognize
recent published works by two of our club members. The
January 2005 issue of Supply Line featured articles on the
WWII Memorial Dedication by Tim Ketchum and on the
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are in the process of putting together a budget for the rally,
which has gotten much more expensive to put on than the
days at APG. The budget should be ready by our January
16 meeting.
See you January 16. Please call me at 410-727-4495
and let me know if you are coming so I can get an accurate
head count. Have a wonderful holiday season!

MINUTES OF LAST
MEETING

George

Those in attendance at the Wilson Farm on 25 September
included:
Richard Amos, Tony & Karen Ankrom, Earnest Brant,
Andy Catsakis, Richard Davis, Robert Durgin, Karen
Emmons, Dean Hansen, Larry Heaton, Scott Johnson, John
Paul Jones, Peter Lee, Fred Lutes, Vince Lutes, Sandy
Lutes, Richard McCommack, Tom Landelma, Denis
Mengele, Pete Miller, Lanny Moore, Brian Moriarty,
Robert Redmiles, Don Rollette, Sr., Don Rollette, Jr., Bob
Shawn, Terry Smith, Andrew Suniega, E. Ashley Suniega,
Paul Tait, Anja Taylor, Robert Taylor, David Titus, Vance
& Faye Valenzo, Warren Watt, Andrew White, Bill White,
Matt Picciotto, Bill Wilson, Sr., Rose Wilson, George Mele,
and Janet Mele. (Those not listed did not sign in).
Pledge of Allegiance.
Welcome done by John Como.
Reports:

NEXT MEETING
SUN. 16 JANUARY 2005
The next meeting of WAC/BGMVT will be on SUNDAY, January 16, 2005 at the home of George Rich, 2016
Wiltonwood Rd., Stevenson, MD. The meeting will start
promptly at 1400 hours (that's 2:00 PM civilian time). We
have important business to discuss concerning the upcoming East Coast Rally in May, so please make every effort to
attend.
To get to George's house, from the west side of the
Baltimore Beltway (695) take Park Heights Ave North (exit
immediately east of Reisterstown Rd. exit). Head north on
Park Heights Ave two miles to light at Greenspring Valley
Rd. Turn Right at light -go 6 tenths of a mile to Stevenson
Rd. Turn left ---go to dead end (half mile) at Wiltonwood
Rd. At dead end turn right. It's the second driveway on the
left.
From 695 East, take the Stevenson Rd exit and go north
2.5 miles. Dead end at Wiltonwood road, and it's the second
driveway on the left.
George will provide refreshments. George needs a head
count, so please call him at 410-727-4495 if you plan to

attend.
A
Light Armored Vehicle (LAV 25) on display at the Manassas
Air Show.
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President: John Como: Nothing new to report.
John offered no apologies for the meeting being held the
same day as Al Cors's event. There were concerns among
some members prior to the meeting that the conflict in
dates would result in an ineffective meeting at Wilson's.
These concerns were allayed by the fact the President
attended and led the meeting, despite rumors to the contrary
that he had already relocated to Alabama.
Vice President: Ollie Davis:
Did not attend.
Secretary: Anja Taylor:
Nothing to report at this time.
Treasurer: Denis Mengele:
$11,744 in cash and checking
- 7, 700 remaining in bills
$ 4,044 surplus
Costs for the Wilson Farm meeting= $1200-$1300
Newsletter Editor: Scott Johnson agreed to stay on as editor but committed to only preparing four (4) newsletters per
year. Some meeting notifications may therefore have to be
made by mailing post cards, as was done for the previous
meeting on the JOHN BROWN.
The editor is considering whether the club should
charge to advertise in the newsletter. The problem isn't the
small ads, it is the larger ads from those who are actually
running a side business. It makes sense to charge for larger ads as a way to further defray expenses. A threshold size
and advertising fee schedule will be proposed at the
January 2005 meeting.

Old and New Business:
Dues increase (currently $10.00):
Reasons for increase:
¾ Club required to carry extra insurance for the Rally.
¾ Remember that the Rally is the biggest Nationwide.
¾ We need to do donate funds since we are a non-profit
organization.
¾ Benefits to Members are high.
¾ Paying for Members food.
¾ Costs for the last newsletter was $600.00.
¾ Rally costs, such as, rent, insurance, EMT services,
police, and dumpsters.
¾ Raise the dues to cover expenses.
¾ Insurance: Rally = $1000, Club = $880
What the due increase should be:

It was voted and seconded that the Wilson Farm event be
limited to two (2) guests.
Note: It was pointed out that someone needed to investigate
if the club insurance covers the Wilson Farm meeting and
guests.
Election of Officers:
The following were elected and voted in as the new club
officers:
George Rich:
Garrick Smith:
Sandy Lutes:
Matt Picciotto:

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

The status of the Board of Directors will need to be discussed at the January 2005 meeting.

$ 35.00 - Family Membership Tabled for now.
$500.00 - Life Membership
It was voted, and seconded, to increase the dues to $20.00.
Those who have already prepaid will be grandfathered in.

Adjourned

Respectfully submitted, Anja

Donations:
Reminder- that we need to replace club equipment and
tents.
$1000.00 was already donated to the Aberdeen Ordnance
Museum
Suggestions:
$2000.00 -Donation or new equipment
- Dick Deren - To cover damage due to the hurricane
- Annual Patriots trophy or USO
$ 500.00 -To the Naval Academy
There should be three classes of donations: military vehicles, military, "pet ideas".
50% should go to the preservation of military vehicles since
that is what the club is about.
Donations were deferred at this meeting pending a determination of the costs to replace club equipment.
Wilson Farm Meeting Discussion:
There were differences of opinion as to whether to limit the
Wilson Farm event to club members and one guest, or
unlimited guests - if they pay.
The genesis of the Wilson Farm meeting was to thank
everyone who helped at the Rally. Then more people started to attend, and the Wilson Farm meeting was getting too
large. As a result, club members often had difficulty participating in the shooting.
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A 20mm Oerlikon anti aircraft gun from WWII. Okay, it wasn't
at Wilson's, it was at Manassas. But it's still something you don't
see every day!

EDITOR’S NOTE
You may notice I have exactly one picture of the
Wilson Farm meeting. Unfortunately, things are in a
state of chaos at the Johnson household, due to some
long overdue remodeling, and if I do have any otherpictures of this event I don’t know which box they are
in. The Editor apologizes for this omission, and please
do not think the lack of photos is reflective of the level
of enjoyment - we all had a great time at the Wilson’s.

IN DEEPEST SYMPATHY

NOTICE - DUES ARE DUE!

Our deepest sympathies are extended to John
McCleaf, whose wife Linda passed away last month.

2005 DUES ARE
DUE NOW!

We were also saddened to learn that one of the
founding members of our club, Chad Trent, of
College Park, MD, passed away several weeks ago.

PLEASE REMIT YOUR $20
(YES, DUES ARE NOW $20,
AS NOTED IN THE
MINUTES SECTION.
PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES
BY 1 FEBRUARY 2005.
SEND YOUR $20 TO:
SANDY LUTES
13206 BETTY LANE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20904

FROM THE EVENT
COORDINATOR
The event schedule on the back cover is a preliminary
list of some of the 2005 events. Additional information will be posted on these events as it becomes available. I will also list more events as I get the information. If any members have information on others
events in their area which I do not have listed, please
contact me and I will follow thru and post these
events. If any members who have email are not getting any of the schedule updates I have sent out, then
either I have a wrong email address for you or I do not
have your email address. Please let me know and I
will put you on the mailing list. Also check our website for updates on events.
The club came in 1st place in the Antique
Military Equipment Category at the Brunswick, MD
Veteran's Day Parade and was awarded $150.
Tim Ketchum, (703) 590-4960,
email TimK.43mb@comcast.net

Tim

Club member Gary Franks with his WWII jeep at the
October 2004 Manassas Airshow.
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At the Wilson meeting, Pete Miller presented outgoing President
John Como with a plaque to honor his two years of service.

MANASSAS AIR SHOW
“WINGS OF FREEDOM”
16-17 OCTOBER 2004

"Tondelayo" served as a backdrop while Rich McCommack
snuck into this photo with Capital Airwing reenactors and the
Liberty Belles. What is Rich doing to that Blonde?

Bill Connor was a day late and a dollar short when he arrived
at "Tondelayo"-the Liberty Belles had already left!

"Yah, goot coffee!" Bob Shawn, dressed as a Luftwaffe Colonel.
The uniform is authentic German issue, as is the "Blue Max" he
has around his neck.

(Above) B-17 with the names of those who spent countless hours
restoring this historic warbird. Photo by Rich McCommack
(Below) One of the Editor's personal favorites, a modern A-10 "tank
killer", affectionately known as the Warthog.

The Allies were there, too. A yank (Dave Dannegger) in the
RAF, collaborating with a British enlisted man.
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An Albatross flying boat on the flightline.

Checking out a WWII jeep at the airshow.
A WWII TBM Avenger Torpedo Bomber

Wayne Broadwater giving a ride in his 1942 Willys Slatgrille to
"Col. Klinkenshawn".

The Germans were well represented, as shown by this armed encampment. Photo by Bill Connor.

Inside the Women's Service Reenactment tent - it was like walking into a time machine!

Side view of the B-17 on page 6.
Photo by Richard McCommack.
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EDITOR’S MUSINGS
Well, it looks like you are stuck with me as
newsletter editor for a while longer. I committed to
put out 4 newsletters per year, and some meeting
notifications will be sent via postcards. Am I a glutton for punishment, or what? Actually it makes sense
for me to stay on as Editor for a while longer, given
that we have an entire new slate of officers.
This issue was a Procrastinator's Dream.
After our meeting at the end of September, I began
preparing for an airshow at the Manassas Airport in
mid October. October ran into November; we made
a brief trip to Cincinnati a week before
Thanksgiving, and then we started a remodeling
project in the Dining Room, turning it into the ultimate Tiki Bar. Somehow, I was able to find time to
do everything except work on the newsletter. So,
now I take my leave from home projects and work in
earnest on banging out a short newsletter.
The Manassas Air Show was a good affair.
Tim Ketchum and I pitched our WWII era wall tents
along one row in the display area, next to a brace of
Canadian tents. Other groups set up tents, such as: a
Women's Service Reenacting group of which new
club member Karen Emmonds is an affiliate; and the
Capitol Air Wing. Rich McCommack and I were
able to sneak out to the flightline early Saturday
morning and take some great pictures of the vintage
aircraft on display.

The Women's Service encampment crew.

One of the Women's Service Reenactors adjusts a authentic
WWII era radio.

Rattler, a 1944 Willys, with display and tent in background.

B-24 "The Dragon and his Tail".
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I set up 3 tables worth of display items, homefront articles as well as weapons and equipment. I was
feeling rather contented with my display when the
rains came. Some of the items never made it back out
to display, and some of the signs with the items were
not salvageable. I learned a couple of things: display
a small selection of quality items that can be encased
to keep off the rain AND spectator fingerprints. Also,
"do not touch" signs don't work with illiterate people;
it’s best to keep your valuable relics out of reach or
inaccessible in a clear case. So, we live and learn. I
also could have spent $400 and ridden a B-24 but I
decided to save my money. Happy Holidays! Scott

The Sands of Christmas
(from the Internet)
I had no Christmas spirit when I breathed a weary sigh,
and looked across the table where the bills were piled too high.
The laundry wasn't finished and the car I had to fix,
My stocks were down another point, the Vikings lost by six.
And so with only minutes till my son got home from school
I gave up on the drudgery and grabbed a wooden stool.
The burdens that I carried were about all I could take,
and so I flipped the TV on to catch a little break.
I came upon a desert scene in shades of tan and rust,
No snowflakes hung upon the wind, just clouds of swirling dust.
And where the reindeer should have stood before a laden sleigh,
eight hummers ran a column right behind an M1A.

Field desk and other accoutrements that the Editor displayed inside his 1942 "tent,
small wall".

A group of boys walked past the tank, not one was past his teens,
Their eyes were hard as polished flint, their faces drawn and lean.
They walked the street in armor with their rifles shouldered tight,
their dearest wish for Christmas, just to have a silent night.
Other soldiers gathered, hunkered down against the wind,
To share a scrap of mail and dreams of going home again.
There wasn't much at all to put their lonely hearts at ease,
They had no Christmas turkey, just a pack of MREs.

More of the Editor's initial
display BEFORE the rains
came.

They didn't have a garland or a stocking I could see,
They didn't need an ornament - they lacked a Christmas Tree.
They didn't have a present even though it was tradition,
the only boxes I could see were labeled "ammunition."
I felt a little tug and found my son now by my side,
He asked me what it was I feared, and why it was I cried.
I swept him up into my arms and held him oh so near
and kissed him on the forehead as I whispered in his ear.
There's nothing wrong my little son, for safe we sleep tonight,
our heroes stand on foreign land to give us all the right,
to worry on the things in life that mean nothing at all,
instead of wondering if we will be the next to fall.

Homefront items included a 1936 Crosley radio, ration books,
1944 steel pennies and a Rockwell portrait of Rosie the Riveter.

He looked at me as children do and said its always right,
to thank the ones who help us and perhaps that we should write.
And so we pushed aside the bills and sat to draft a note,
to thank the many far from home, and this is what we wrote:
God Bless You all and keep you safe, and speed your way back
home.
Remember that we love you so, and that you're not alone.
The gift you give you share with all, a present every day,
You give the gift of liberty and that we can't repay.
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Bill Connor lent the editor his camera to take this shot of his display. The tent behind him is part of a Canadian reenactment group.
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EVENT SCHEDULE FOR 2005
16 Jan, Sunday: WAC/BG Club meeting at George Rich's house. Address 2016 Wilton
Wood Rd, Stevenson, MD, 21153, phone 410-653-9080. Meeting starts at 1400.
Directions in the newsletter.
26-29 Jan, Wed-Sat: Battle of the Bulge Reenactment and flea market, Ft Indiantown
Gap, PA. http://www.wwiifederation.org/
21 Feb, Monday: George Washington Birthday Parade, Old Town Alexandria, VA.
Lineup by 1230, parade starts at 1300. Assemble near S. Royal and Wilkes Street. All
MVs are welcomed.
5 March, Saturday: Alexandria St Patrick's Day parade. Parade is on King St near the
metro station. Exact assembly location to be announced. Parade starts at 1230.
Assemble by 1200. All MVs welcomed.
30 April, Saturday: Apple Blossom Parade, Winchester, VA. Parade starts at 1330.
12-14 May, Thur-Sat: 32st Annual East Coast Rally. Ripken Stadium, Aberdeen, MD.
This is our big club sponsored event. We need volunteers. Check the web site for more
info. http://www.wacbgmvt.org/
30 May, Monday: Memorial Day Parade, Warrenton, VA.
3-5 Jun, Fri-Sun: WW 2 Weekend, Reading, Pa. Airshow and ground displays, large
flea market. http://www.maam.org/maamwwii.html
18 June, Sat: John Brown Day cruise. http://www.liberty-ship.com/
4 July, Monday: Dale City 4th of July Parade.
4 July, Monday: Fairfax 4th of July Parade.
3 September, Sat: John Brown Day cruise. http://www.liberty-ship.com/
8 October, Sat: John Brown Day cruise. http://www.liberty-ship.com/
Be sure to check out the club web site for more events and information on the club
events calendar. http://www.wacbgmvt.org/
EVENT COORDINATOR: Tim Ketchum, phone 703-590-4960; email Timk.43mb@comcast.net
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