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This cute little compact armoured car was on display at the VMMV fall open house.
Photo by Bill Connor.
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by several club members I quickly understood that this
was too much to charge and dropped that higher
charge. Tony Norton suggested that we charge $25.00
for all the black top spaces and $50.00 for all the grass
area spaces. Rationale, larger spaces in the grass area--25ftX25ft vice 18ftX18ft. Sounded like a good idea,
so I said OK. I hope this will reduce the stress on
many members and bring our prices down a little for
all. Tony will be contacting those who paid the higher prices and will make refunds.
Thank you for your patience.
John

FROM THE PRESIDENT
JOHN COMO
Our last meeting was very good and the food was
great. My thanks to Bob Shawn for making the
arrangements, although we did overwhelm the kitchen.
I know that we discussed many things concerning
the Rally, what we would charge and how we would
encourage volunteers to come forward. Don Rollette
present several comments and issues concerning the
new site, volunteers, our annual picnic at Wilson's
farm and ways to control how the annual "fireworks"
should be controlled. Don made some very good
points and he sparked some very lively discussion. We
will be working on some of his recommendations and
you will see some positive additions to our club.
I will take the blame for the great price increase
and confusion over how much does a space cost at the
rally? When we officially got word that we could use
the grassy area we figured the spaces to be larger than
the spaces on the black top. That led to a charge of
$80.00 for the grassy area spaces. After being called
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NEXT MEETING SATURDAY
21 FEBRUARY

MINUTES OF LAST
MEETING
WAC/B&G
Minutes of the Meeting
December 13, 2003
94th Aero Squadron

The next meeting of WACBGMVT will be held
on Saturday, 21 February at Anthony's Restaurant, 309
W. Broad Street, Falls Church, VA. The meeting will
start at 1100 hours, and we will be ordering from the
Menu, so bring money! Anthony's has Italian, Greek
and American food at reasonable prices and a meeting
room without any irritating piped-in music. To get to
Anthony's from I-495, take Exit 47 East onto Route 7
(Leesburg Pike), and proceed about three miles. As
you enter Falls Church, Leesburg Pike becomes West
Broad Street. Anthony's will be on your right, next to
the post office and across from the Stratford Motor
Lodge. If you run into Route 29, you've overshot the
restaurant by about 3 blocks. From I-66 take the exit
for Route 7 East and proceed as above for about 2
miles. From I-395, take Route 7 (King Street) west
and continue for about 6 miles. Anthony's will be on
your left, about 3 blocks past the intersection for Route
29. The number for the restaurant is (703)532-0100.

WWII GIs hoisting the flag.

Photo by Bill Connor

Those in attendance: Robert Amos, Tom
Buonaugurio, Tim Clarke, John Como, Woodroof
Fitzhugh, Dean Hansen, Scott Johnson, Tim & Kay
Ketchum, Peter Lee, Janet & George Mele, Denis
Mengele, Lanny Moore, Doc Morthimer, Tony
Norton, George Rich, Don Rollete, Sr., Robert Shawn,
Terry Smith, Bob & Anja Taylor, Larry Voight, Rose
& Bill Wilson, Sr.,
Pledge of Allegiance
Reports:
President, John Como: Thanks for those who attended
the Brunswick Parade and the Alexandria Scottish
Walk.
Vice President, Ollie Davis was unable to attend
Secretary, Anja Taylor: Sign up for Rally registration
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Treasurer, Denis Mengele:
· $5502.00 in the checking account, and
$120.00 in cash.
· Donation checks have been sent and Denis
has received "thank you" letters. Denis and Tom
went to the Ordinance Museum and gave them
their check.
· Insurance is paid.
· Since the club is now incorporated, the club
is required to have an assistant Treasurer.
George Rich volunteered for the position.
Denis will be out of town for the months of
January and February.
· Website fee is $239.00. It was voted on to
renew the website annually without an annual vote.
Editor, Scott Johnson: Newsletter to go out in late
January. Any articles for the newsletter to be received
in early January.
Event Coordinator: Tim Ketchum:
· The club won first place at the Brunswick
Parade for antique vehicles and received a
check for $150.00.

· WWII Memorial dedication to be Memorial
Day weekend (Thursday-Sunday). with the
actual dedication to be held on Saturday at 2:00
pm.
· Looking for military equipment US military vehicles to go to D.C. to display on the
Mall beginning Tuesday afternoon or
Wednesday morning. Free lunch to be included.
· Tim is looking into having 24hour security
for the vehicles.
· Big tents will be set up on the Mall for displays, music etc.
· Tim reminded us that this is Memorial Day
weekend with other events that will be going on
at the same time. He will keep us informed.
· If you are not getting e-mails from Tim,
please let him know at: TimK.43mb@comcast.net.
Discussion Notes for the 2004 Rally:
Rally to be held at Ripken Stadium May 5-8, 2004.
We have use of the parking lot and some of the field.
Advertising has been taken care of, per Tom.
Spaces 20X20=$50, 10X20=$25 (Editor's note: these
rates have changed, see President Como's Column.)
If the parking lot is damaged, the club will need to pay
for the repair
Stadium concession is invoked with the food.
Scouts to deliver food.
Set up and take down days for the Rally are free. Club
doesn't need to pay rent for those days.
Parking lot has lights that we can control.
Next meeting we will discuss further details including
vehicle control.
Next meeting will be announced in the newsletter.
Adjourn
Anja

FROM THE EVENTS
COORDINATOR
The club events
calendar is now up
and running on our
website.
Please
check it out for
upcoming events. If
anyone knows of
additional events, let
me know and I will
follow thru and post
on the calendar. You
will notice in this
newsletter and on the
web site, information Events Coordinator Tim Ketchum
about our participation in the WW2 Memorial
Dedication. Please check it out and let me know by the
deadline if you can participate. If you don't have a
WW2 vehicle, you can still participate by helping man
the motor pool area. If so, let me know what day(s) so
I can get a head count and registration badge. Lunch
will be provided for participants. Tim Ketchum, (703)
590-4960, email: TimK.43mb@comcast.net.
There is also a WW2 Veterans' parade on Monday
31 May. All MVs are welcomed. More info in next
newsletter.

Website: http://www.wacbgmvt.org/.

NOTICE - NOTICE - NOTICE - NOTICE
Club dues for 2004 are due and payable NOW. Per our bylaws, if you have not paid your dues by
April, you will be dropped from the membership roster. Now, you really don't want that to happen
a month before the East Coast Rally, do you? Please send your dues of $10 TODAY to Denis
Mengele, Treasurer, WACBGMVT, 1332 Vouloir Ct, Fallston, MD 21047-2320.
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security to the event area will be provided by the event
organizers. There will be several period canopy/camouflage net break areas with table and chairs in the
motor pool. Lunch for participants will be provided by
the Smithsonian event organizers. I will be onsite all
four days. Vehicles can be moved off site on Monday
Event: The National World War 2 Memorial will morning and participate in the parade if the owner
be dedicated on Saturday, 29 May, 2004, at 2 p.m. wants to.
Gates will open at 11 a.m. Tickets are required and priority goes to the WW2 generation. Two hours of liveParticipant Registration: Each vehicle and club
ly pre-ceremony entertainment beginning at noon will participant/reenactor manning the motor pool must be
take attendees back to the wartime era through music, registered in advance. Only WW2 U.S. vehicles will
video images, newsreel clips, and reminiscences of the be included (other vehicles can participate in the
time. Big band and swing music will be highlighted Monday parade). Duplication of vehicles is OK, i.e.
along with a patriotic finale. Musical groups from the numerous jeeps because of their different markings
armed forces will entertain. Coinciding with the dedi- and configurations. The Virginia Museum of Military
cation will be "Tribute to a Generation: National Vehicles will be providing some armored vehicles. The
World War II Reunion," a major four-day event pro- Smithsonian will provide signs for each vehicle
duced by the Smithsonian Institution's Center for (type/name of owner, etc). I am looking to fill the
Folklife and Cultural Heritage, in partnership with the motor pool with vehicles from the local area first. If
American Battle Monuments Commission. From not enough register, I will look to other MVPA clubs
Thursday, May 27, through Sunday, May 30, the outside our area. Participants must register by giving
Reunion will take place on the National Mall between me the following information by 16 Feb 04. Owner's
3rd and 7th Streets, in a series of tented pavilions and name, type and year of vehicle. Once we have estabstages, including a military vehicle display "motor lished the complete list, I will provide additional inforpool". During the dedication ceremony on the 29th, mation as it becomes available. There are still some
20,000 chairs will be set up in the Reunion area with a unanswered questions regarding displays with the
large screen for viewing. On Monday, 31 May there vehicles/weapons etc which have to be determined.
will be a WW2 parade down Constitution Ave from My contact information is: Tim Ketchum, (703) 5900830 to 1100 sponsored by the WW2 Veterans Parade 4960, email TimK.43mb@comcast.net.
Task Force.

NATIONAL WWII
MEMORIAL

Vehicle Participation: The Smithsonian is requesting numerous WW2, U.S. military vehicles to participate in the motor pool display. An area will be designated as the WW2 Motor Pool. Vehicles will have to
be brought on site either Tuesday afternoon 25 May, or
Wednesday morning. Once on site, the vehicles will
remain the entire 4 days (27 thru 30 May). The motor
pool will be open for display from 1100 to 1900 each
of the four days. The motor pool will be surrounded
by a fence with only one entry point which will be
closed during non display hours. Vehicle owners do
not have to be there all four days. Club members,
including those who do not have a vehicle on-site and
selected reenactors will man the motor pool to answer
the public's questions and monitor the vehicles. At
1900 each day the vehicles will be covered/secured
and the entrance will be closed. Twenty-four hour
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for poor product quality at the Chien Bien Refrigerator
Factory on the outskirts of the Chinese capital. The
managers, 12 men and 6 women, were taken to a rice
paddy outside the factory and unceremoniously shot to
death as 500 plant workers looked on.
Minister of Economic Reform spokesman, Xi Ten
Huan, said the action was required for committing
unpardonable crimes against the people of China. He
blamed the managers for ignoring quality and forcing
shoddy work, saying the factory's output of refrigerators had a reputation for failure. For years, factory
workers complained that many component parts did
not meet specification and the end product did not
function ad required. Complaining workers quoted the
plant manager as saying "Ship it." Refrigerators are
among the most sought after consumer items in China.
Customers, who waited up to five years for their appliances, were outraged. The executed included the plant
manager, the quality control manager, the engineering
managers, and their top staff."
Well! That gave me a new perspective! When you
are having a bad day at work, remember this story and
take heart in the thought that things could be worse. A
whole LOT worse!

EDITOR’S MUSINGS
"It could be
worse…"
The other
day I was
talking
to
Cheryl, a secretary in our
field office at
Portsmouth
N a v a l
Shipyard,
which
is
actually
located
in
Kittery, Maine, not Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
Interestingly, Norfolk Naval Shipyard is located in
Portsmouth, Virginia. Hey, this is the Government, you
know. But I digress.
Anyway, I remarked as how it had been 70 degrees
on one Sunday and the following Sunday it was 7
degrees. Sharon told me it had been subzero all week
at the Shipyard, and that night the forecast called for
temperatures of 25 below zero, not even accounting for
wind chill. So I began to think it wasn't so cold in
Northern Virginia after all.
I went skiing for the first time in about seven years
on 19 January, and was disappointed in myself because
I had fallen a couple of times while I was trying to
regain my "ski legs". While riding the lift up to the top
for the last run of the day, I noticed below that below
me, the Ski Patrol was rescuing two skiers that had
injured themselves. So, I thought, maybe I didn't do so
badly after all, since I avoided a ride in the rescue sled.
Building on the theme that "it could be worse," I was
looking through my files (actually, I probably resembled a pig rooting for truffles) at work in search of a
funny cartoon that I had promised to find for a coworker, when I came across the following excerpt from
the October 17, 1989 Wall Street Journal. I had completely forgotten about it, but I enjoyed re-reading it so
much that I thought I would share it with you:
"MANAGERS EXECUTED FOR SHODDY
QUALITY IN CHINA"
(Beijing)-"Eighteen factory managers were executed

Scott

Now, how can Ollie Davis complain about my picture this time?
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WILSON PICNIC PHOTOS

Photos by C. Johnson

Tom B., Rich M., Denis M., etc., review the site map for the
2004 East Coast Rally.

Anja Taylor, co-winner of the Bill
Carey Award for outstanding service,
receives the award from President John
Como.

Tom B. pitches moving the
rally to Ripken Stadium.

Yoda,
Bob
Lehman’s
dog, had
a great
time!

T-shirt sales were brisk.
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WILSON PICNIC - THE EATINS’

Servin’ the hawg.

Servin’ the dawgs.

The Hawg

We got a whole lotta waitin’
going on!
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WILSON PICNIC - THE VEHICLES

Always popular - a cruise in
“Frankenstein” - Bill Wilson’s
BrenGun Carrier.

The lineup of vehicles was
impressive.

Bill Wilson, Jr. inspects some
of the vehicles.
10

WILSON PICNIC - MAIN EVENT
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ALAN CORS FALL 2003 OPEN HOUSE
Photos by Bill Connor

Gary Frantz with his WW2 jeep.

Bob
Shawn
and
Editor
Scott
Johnson

Bill Connor with Shifty Powers, one of the
original “Band of Brothers” (509th PIR)
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ALAN CORS FALL 2003 OPEN HOUSE
Bill Connor with Stuart tank.

A trio of WW2 Germans.

Polish reenactors.

A WW2 German Halftrack.
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ALAN CORS FALL 2003 OPEN HOUSE

WW2 German with his
motorcycle.

Russian reenactors.

WW2 Allied Observation plane - it landed in the
field at VMMV.
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FOR SALE: DOGTAGS, WWII, MODERN AND
PET STYLES! Check out our website at www.commandodogtags.com

THE OD NEWS
CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE: 1942 dated Army folding metal cots. No
mattresses. Original paint. $20 each. Don Rollette,
410-859-3555.
FOR SALE: M-886 Dodge Ambulance, used in the
movie "Species #2" !! Vehicle has had power steering
added. 35,000 actual miles, complete set of 4 extra
tires, 12 volt air horns, siren, and some spare electrical
parts including alternator. Recently painted. Comes
with several gallons of spare military paint. Driven on
weekends during the summer months. Clear title!
Asking $5,000. Other pictures are available at
www.commandodogtags.com. contact: Larry Herman,
Damascus, Maryland
(301) 253-1442

WANTED: I'm looking for a 715 parts truck with title.
Kenny King at king777@prodigy.net

HELP WANTED
I need help at the Registration Tent/Gate for the Rally.
If you can spare time, please e-mail me at work at:
ataylor@dhbader.com or call me at home: 301-3455350 or work: 301-953-1955 ext. 24.
The following areas/times are needed:
Tuesday, May 4, 2003 - set up
Sunday, May 9, 2004 - take down
Registration tent/ gate:
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday- 8-12 and 12-4
Help is also needed:
Collecting items for the auction, and at the auction
Security
Judging
Electrical
There are many ways to help. Please take the time
to contact me. Thank you very much.
Note: If a member buys a space and helps at the registration/gate, I will give a voucher to Denis and you
will be reimbursed for one space.
--Anja Taylor
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WWI Marine Corps reenactors.
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28-31 Jan: Battle of the Bulge Reenactment and flea market, Ft Indiantown Gap, PA.
http://www.wwiifederation.org/
16 Feb, Monday: George Washington Birthday Parade, Old Town Alexandria, VA.
Lineup by 1230, parade starts at 1300. Assemble near S. Royal and Wilkes Street.
All MVs are welcomed.
6 March, Saturday: Alexandria St Patrick's Day parade.
Parade is on King St near the metro station. Exact assembly location to be announced.
Parade starts at 1230. Assemble by 1200. All MVs welcomed.
14 March, Sunday: Lineup by 1130 on the mall in Washington, DC.
Exact location to be announced.
Vehicles will participate with the Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge
and will carry those unable to march. All MVs welcomed.
6-8 May, Thur-Sat: 31st Annual East Coast Rally. Ripken Stadium, Aberdeen, MD.
This is our big club sponsored event. We need volunteers.
Check the web site for more info.
http://www.wacbgmvt.org/
22 May, Sat: John Brown Day cruise.
http://www.liberty-ship.com/
27-30 May, Thur-Sun: WW2 Memorial Dedication and Reunion on the Mall.
WW2 US MVs needed for display. See newsletter or web site for more info.
31 May, Mon: World War 2 Veterans Parade, Wash DC
The parade starts at 0830 and goes to 1100. It will proceed down Constitution Ave.
Open to MVs of all eras. Carry WW2 veterans in the parade.
More info to follow.
http://www.worldwar2parade.com/index.asp
4-6 Jun, Fri-Sun: WW 2 Weekend, Reading, Pa. Airshow and ground displays, large flea market.
http://www.maam.org/maamwwii.html
Be sure to check out the club web site for more events and information on the club events calendar.
http://www.wacbgmvt.org/

EVENT COORDINATOR, TIM KETCHUM
15314 IRIS LANE, DUMFRIES, VA 22026, (703) 590-4960
EMAIL: TIMK.43MB@COMCAST.NET

